& 





AMERICAN 


DRUGGIST 


and PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD 














PHILADELPHIA. 


ISSUED SEMI-MONTHLY BY 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST PUBLISHING CO., 


62-68 West Broapway, New York. 


Telephone, 7770 Cortlanot. Cable address: “‘ Amdruggist, New York,’' ABC code. 
CHICAGO, 221 Randolph St. PHILADELPHIA, 1716 Chestnut St. 


A. R. ELLIOTT. President. 


CASWELL A. MAYO, Ph.G.,...... Sane 6is sll echewnaiistn aaneeeOe s 
THOMAS J. KEENAN, .......... eoeessss.. Associate Editor. 
ROMAINE PIERSON.,............... .».Manager Chicago Office. 


liaise oe aed SUBSCRIPTION PRICE: 

n advance direct to this office...... as 5 

Foreign Countries. vvsessccree en AID 
Subscriptions may begin at any time. 


ADVERTISING RATES QUOTED ON APPLICATION, 





THE AMERICAN DRuGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL R: ; 
ECORD is issued op the 
os hae fourth Mondays of each month. Changes of advertisements 
sah roeornee ten days in advance of the date of publication. 
POE ye neces should be made by New York exchange. post office or ex press 
soak = ~ or registered mail If checks on local banks are used 10 cents 
poe ded to cover cost of collection The publishers are not respon- 
ps often JF pooner sent by unregistered mail. nor for any money paid except to 
samitanes nt All communications should be addressed and all 
Srostway Nee Yon yable to American Druggist Publishing Co., 62-68 West 








Entered at New York as Second-Class Matter. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
EDITORIALS : 
Do Not Forget to Register, Let the’ Buyer Beware.......... 353 
The Operation of the Liquor License Law in Ohio, Pharma- 
cists in the City Service, Patent Pirates in Cuba.......... 354 


President Roosevelt Sides with the Druggists, The New Order 
TE IEMUBR OVS, iclda eae Os wa he Re Bhan ibn 355 


ORIGINAL AXTICLE : 
Letters from a Self-Made Druggist to His IODNOW is ae als sues 360 
CREAM OF CURRENT LITERATURE : 

Impurities in East Indian Sandalwood Oil, The Basic Salicy- 
late of Mercury, Solution of Ammonium Benzoate, To 
Determine the Presence of Cocaine in Solutions, Nascent 
Mercurie Salicylate, Isarol, a Substitute for Ichthyol, Some 


Brazilian Medicinal Plants, Soluble Adrenalin............ 359 
SELECTED : 
The United States Pharmacopeia of 1900, by Carl S. N. Hall- 
I te de Rainey oe ecnie tarsi ad Ge ok aleodaceisia diary ose Soa aed 355-368 


The Dispensing of Resinous Tinctures, by Harold Wilson.361, 362 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE : . 
A Review of French Pharmacy of the Year 1903............ 363 


QUERIUS AND ANSWERS: 

Cyanogen Method Requires Caution, Dispensing Queries, Anti- 
septics in ‘Hair Tonics, Asafetida Salted Out, Iron and 
Magnesium Sulphate, Balsam Peru in Pills, Diffusing Poi- 
eB Pe ee ST ee Re ie Ter eee 365 


BUSINESS BUILDING: 

The New Year, A Druggist Calendar of Ad.. Topics...... 366, 367 
BR OF EU TOMUGG WHORED bisa 6 og 6.5 viele 60 805d ae Wielv s peels eres 368-378 
THE DRUG AND CHEMICAL MARKET............00000e0ee04+009, 380 


NEW YORK, DECEMBER 28, 1903. 


CHICAGO 





DO NOT FORGET TO REGISTER. 





earn of all drug stores in New York State 

should bear in mind that they are required by the State 
pharmacy law to register their places of business with the 
State Board during January, showing what licensee is 
in charge or what licensees or registered apprentices are 
employed therein. This season the Board will not notify 
pharmacists of their duty, as has been the custom in the 
past. A word to the wise is sufficient. 





“LET THE BUYER BEWARE.” 


HE point of law involved in the case of McKesson 
& Robbins vs. the L. Rockefeller Company, reported 
elsewhere in this issue, is one of special importance to 
the retail drug trade. It emphasizes anew the old legal 
principle that after goods are once paid for the pur- 
chaser cannot hold up a subsequent account on the 
ground that he has incurred loss through the sale of 
goods supplied before. Caveat emptor has always been 
a legal maxim, and the moral is: See that your goods are 
all right before you pay for them. The point need not 
be pressed further with New York pharmacists, who 
are aware of the definite line of action that has been 
adopted by the New York State Board of Pharmacy in 
ferreting out and prosecuting cases of adulteration and 
sophistication of drugs and galenical preparations. 





A MERRY XMAS TO ALL. 





HIS issue of the AMERICAN Druceist will reach many 
T of our readers on Christmas day, and will, we hope, 
be considered as not wholly unworthy to be classed among 
the good things incident to Yuletide. 

The past year has been one of hope for the retail 
druggists of the United States rather than one of fulfill- 
ment. At its opening there were visible evidences of 
doubt as to the ultimate accomplishment of all that had 
been undertaken in the efforts to solve the knotty com- 
mercial questions confronting the seller of proprietary 
preparations. That doubt has been almost completely 
dispelled by the vigorous and unequivocal action taken 
by the proprietors at the special meeting in this city last 
month, and we now live in a lively and justifiable -hope 
of a still further improvement in trade conditions all over 
the United States. In fact, this improvement is already 
an accomplished fact in many sections, and it would seem 
to be merely a matter of time, and of a comparatively 
short time, until the improvement will extend to the few 
centers which it has not yet reached. 
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THE OPERATION OF THE LIQUOR LICENSE 
LAW IN OHIO, 


N commenting a short time ago on the recent change 
I in the liquor license regulations governing the sale 
of liquor by retail pharmacists in the State of New 
York, we pointed out the temptation to abuse the priv- 
ileges conveyed under the law as to liquor sales and 
the possibility of building up a class of druggists with 
whom the sales of liquor would be an object of prime 
importance. 

It appears that the liquor license regulations drafted 
by Professor Beal, and incorporated into the local op- 
tion law during his term as a member of the Legislature 
for the State of Ohio, has led to some abuse of the 
privilege, such as we feared might follow the enactment 
of totally different legislation in the State of New York. 
In a certain local option dry town in the State of Ohio, a 
bar sideboard is operated in the rear room, at which the 
initiated can secure, under the name of “ Tokay,” an 
article which resembles so closely just plain whiskey 
that the average Kentuckian would be quite willing to 
accept it as a substitute, while under the name of 
“ Bishop ” a decoctum cerevisie is served which, while 
it might not pass muster with a critical member of the 
Diastase Section, would nevertheless be accepted without 
comment on the Bowery as a fair lager. The citizens 
generally seem to be perfectly well aware of the fact 
that any one properly introduced will experience no 
difficulty in securing any kind of liquors in this so-called 
drug store. 

Aside from the loss of revenue to the State through 
the operation of such illicit barrooms, their conduct under 
the name of “ drug stores” inflicts a great wrong upon 
that large proportion of druggists who honestly respect 
and obey the law, for the public will not differentiate 
between the saloon pharmacist and the conscientious one, 
but will extend the odium attached to illicit liquor selling 
to all the members of this calling, though it is possible 
that this particular case referred to is an exception. If 
the State authorities of Ohio are not able to prevent such 
flagrant infringments of the law the retail pharmacists 
of the State should in defense of their own good name 
take some step toward protecting themselves against 
dealers who utilize their status as pharmacists as a cloak 
for the operation of an illicit groggery. 

The experience of Massachusetts indicates that it is 
possible for the Board of Pharmacy, if vested with the 
power, to do much toward the repression of the illegal 
sale of liquor under the cloak of a pharmacy license, but 
this power carries with it a corresponding responsibility 
and every man who has ever served on the Massachusetts 
Board will testify to the fact that no portion of the work 
of the Board is so onerous or causes so much friction as 
does the task of endeavoring to prevent the use of the 
board license as a cloak for retail liquor dealing. As 
grave as is the responsibility entailed by placing this 
matter in the hands of the Board of Pharmacy, it is one 
over which the Board should be given some sort of 
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jurisdiction, for it is one affecting the good name of all 
pharmacists, and it is only through the Board of Phar- 
macy that this good name can be adequately protected. 





PHARMACISTS IN THE CITY SERVICE. 


VERY pharmacist should feel an interest in the ad- 

vancement of members of his calling everywhere, and 
we feel confident that our readers will be pleased to learn 
of the advancement both in status and remuneration of 
the pharmacists in the service of the city of New York, 
which has followed the advent of the present administra- 
tion. 

When Dr. W. E. Dreyfus, the present chemist, entered 
the department the pharmacists in the employ of this 
city were subject to civil service examinations. Upon 
the recommendation of Dr. Dreyfus the Board of Trus- 
tees of Bellevue and Allied Hospitals requested the Civil 
Service Board to take the apothecaries out of the com- 
petitive list for the reason that the best men did not care 
to submit to this examination. The request was granted 
with the result that the choice of pharmacists is not so 
restricted and the best men can be selected, licentiates 
only being employed and preference given to graduates 
of the College of Pharmacy of the City of New York. 

Upon the recommendation of Dr. Dreyfus the Com- 
missioner of the Department of Public Charities agreed 
that $900 per annum should be the minimum salary 
paid to apothecaries in the department, with full mainte- 
nance wherever this is possible so far as the salary 
appropriation permitted. As a consequence, the salary 
of one apothecary has been raised from $500 to $900 per 
year, with one from $720 to $900, two from $750 to $900 
and one from $900 to $1,050 per annum, with full main- 
tenance, thus placing the apothecaries on a fair living 
basis. This is a showing creditable alike to Dr. Dreyfus, 
who made the recommendations, and to the administra- 
tion, which recognized that pharmacy is a field in which 
the special qualifications of the practitioner entitle him 
to a fair remuneration. 


4‘ 





PATENT PIRATES IN CUBA. 


HE editorial article on American Trade-marks in 
Cuba, which appeared in a recent issue, -has borne 
early fruit. We called the attention of the trade to an 
abuse which had already worked great injustice, and 
which promises to work still greater injustice, to Amer- 
ican manufacturers unless active steps be taken to 
prevent its doing so. Since the publication of our 
note, which was based to a large extent on the report 
of Mr. Camp, the Executive Committee of the New 
York Paint, Oil and Varnish Club have adopted reso- 
lutions calling for a reform of the principal abuses, and it 
is to be hoped that the agitation which they have 
initiated will be actively maintained until a radical 
change has been effected in respect to the Cuban trade- 
mark and patent laws. 





AMERICAN DRUGGIST 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT SIDES WITH THE 
DRUGGISTS. 


RESIDENT ROOSEVELT sustains his character for 
straightforward and independent action by includ- 


ing in his message to Congress the following recom- 
mendation : 


_ In granting patents to foreigners the proper course for 
this country to follow is to give the same advantages to 
foreigners here that the countries in which these for- 
eigners dwell extend in return to our citizens—that is, to 
extend the benefits of our patent laws on inventions and 
the like where in return the articles would be patentable 
in the foreign countries concerned—where an American 
could get a corresponding patent in such countries. 

This recommendation is exactly in line with the 
suggestions of the National Association of Retail Drug- 
gists, and its fairness cannot but appeal to every American 
citizen who is interested in building up the industries of 
the country. 

The unusual, if not wholly unprecedented, feature of 
this recommendation by the President is that it is in direct 
opposition to the views so superciliously expressed by 
the Commissioner of Patents. As a rule, a President is 
so overridden by beaurocrats that he dare not approve 
any idea or express an opinion contrary to that held by 
the head of the particular bureau involved. We gladly 
welcome this evidence of independence of spirit on the 
part of the President, not only for what is means in this 
particular connection, but for what it may mean in other 
directions in which the executive has heretofore been too 
subservient to the beaurocracy. 





THE NEW ORDER IN PHARMACY. 


[’ would seem that Mr. Mason’s prophecy of the ad- 
vent of A New Order in Pharmacy shows indica- 


tions of fulfillment. We have in the United Drug 
Company a powerful combination of cutters, with large 
capital, who united for mutual protection against the 
movement to cut off their supplies. They next went 
into the manufacture of pharmaceuticals and special- 
ties, and they seem about to take a still further step by 
opening a new drug store (presumably a cut rate store) 
in a town in which the company have heretofore had 
no representative—namely, Buffalo. The development 
of this large and powerful corporation is but one mani- 


festation of Mr. Mason’s New Order, other manifesta- 
tions being furnished in the buying club and similar 
co-operative organizations of retailers, which portend 
a still closer degree of consolidation, and which may 
eventually, though probably at a distant date, result in 
bringing about practically the conditions outlined by 
Mr. Mason in his notable paper on a New Order in 
Pharmacy, read at a meeting of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association a few years ago. 





Welcome Appreciation. 


I have found the AMERICAN Drucatst of great value to me 
in my business, especially your market report, on which I 
must congratulate and thank you; it is the best and most re- 
liable report I have been able to find. Gro. W. SANForD. 
North Tonawanda, N. Y., November 10, 1903. 
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THE UNITED STATES PHARMACOPOEIA 
OF 1900. 


By Cart S. N. HALLBERG, PH.G., 
Member of the Committee of Revision, Chicago. 


[The subjoined article is a reprint from the Journal of the Ameré- 
can Medical Association of a paper read at the fifty-fourth annual 
session of the American Medical Association, in the Section on Materia 
Medica, Pharmacy and Therapeutics. ‘The discussion which followed 
the reading of the paper is of so irteresting a character as to make it 
worth while to print it in full, which we accordingly do.) 


HE revision of the Pharmacopceia begun by the com- 
T mittee elected at the decennial convention in Wash- 
ington, in 1900, is progressing as rapidly as is warranted 
by the importance and magnitude of the work. 

The committee lost its chairman in 1901, Dr. Charles 
Rice, pharmacist to the Department of Public Charities 
and Corrections of New York, who had filled that posi- 
tion with especial credit since 1880, and suffered further 
loss in the death of a life-long worker, Dr. Edward R. 
Squibb, of Brooklyn. The death of the chairman at a 
critical point of the work caused some delay until the 
vacancy was filled by Prof. Joseph P. Remington, of 
Philadelphia. Partly due to this fact, but more espe- 
cially owing to the many important questions, never 
before confronting a committee of revision, requiring 
solution, the work of revision has been more than usually 
delayed, so that the book will in all probability not appear 
until in 1904. The official life of the U. S. Pharmacopeeia 
will, therefore, not be synchronous with its decennial 
designation (1900-1910), which, however, is not of any 
especial significance. 


THE SUBCOMMITTEES. 


As as indication of the scope and character of the 
work of revision the enumeration of the following sub- 
committees and the subject allotted to each may be of 
interest : 

. Therapeutics. 

. Posology. 

. Botany and pharmacognosy. 

. General and inorganic chemistry. 
. Organic chemistry; also fixed oils and fats. 
. Proximate assays. 

. Volatile oils and allied substances. 
. Extracts, tinctures, ete. 

. Aromatic waters and spirits. 

. Gerates and allied compounds. 

. Syrups and elixirs. 

. Miscellaneous galenicals. 

. Weights and measures. 

. Seope and statistics. -+ 

. Nomenclature. 


LIMITATION OF PURITY. 


Among the most important subjects for consideration, 
and one which heretofore has received but little atten- 
tion, was the limitation of purity of medicinal chemicals. 
To the medical mind, the propriety of this question may 
well appear doubtful. Why should there be any limita- 
tion? Only the purest is sufficient for medicinal uses, 
or for the purposes of the physician. The proposition is, 
however, not so simple, since there are certain require- 
ments of a practical character which must be taken into 
consideration. The U. S. Pharmacopeeia (1890), now 
official, requires for a number of largely used chemicals 
a greater degree of purity than is obtainable by ordinary 
chemical processes, a standard—as is claimed by repu- 
table manufacturers—to be obtained only by such ex- 
pensive processes as to necessarily increase the cost of the 
product, and as to be in some instances almost prohibitive. 

It should be clearly understood, however, that these 
impurities comprise mostly the presence of very small 
quantities, sometimes I per cent. or less, of sulphates 
and chlorids in bromids, iodids, phosphates and similar 
salts, the contention on the part of manufacturers being 
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that the removal of such traces of these foreign salts 
would be exceedingly difficult, and since their presence 
could have no possible therapeutic significance, their ab- 
solute removal would be a useless expenditure. 

Some instances were cited in support of the contention 
that. the presence of even slight traces of foreign salts, 
innocuous of themselves, might under certain conditions 
produce entirely unexpected results; thus, for example, 
when potassium bromid is prescribed with barium chlorid 
in watery solution, there will be a precipitate of the 
insoluble barium sulphate in the presence of the slightest 
trace of sulphate in the potassium bromid. Such instances 
are, however, exceedingly rare and do not impair the 
position that mere traces of such impurities in these salts 
should not be excluded by the U. S. Pharmacopeeia. 

Another reason for not setting the standard too high 
is that it is impracticable to have two standards official, 
and since the pure food and drug laws in some States 
refer to the U. S. Pharmacopeeia as the standard, drug- 
gists and dealers would be liable to prosecution for sell- 
ing chemicals for commercial and technical purposes 
where so high purity is not required, which deviate from 
the official standard of purity. Such prosecution, mostly 
ill advised, has been frequent in Ohio, and has been car- 
ried on to such an extent in the United Kingdom as to 
make such laws exceedingly unpopular, and alienating 
the support of a large and otherwise law-abiding element. 

In quite a different category is the degree of purity as 
related to freedom from poisonous compounds, frequently 
contaminating medicinal chemicals. Compounds of 
poisonous elements, such as arsenic, copper, lead, tin, de- 
rived from the crude products in the process of manu- 
facture, cannot be too rigidly excluded. That no con- 
venience of manufacturers or additional cost, no matter 
how great, will have any influence on the standard of 
purity required by the U. S. Pharmacopeeia in these 
particulars is a foregone conclusion. 


ISOLATED PRINCIPLES. 


The question of substitution of isolated principles for 
natural products has come to the front largely during 
the present decade. Many of the volatile oils are mix- 
tures of certain principles, such as the oils of eucalyptus, 
caryophyllus, cinnamon, gaultheria, betula and sassafras. 
While the pharmacology on these articles is meager, it 
is assumed that the principal principles represent the 
therapeutic virtues of the respective oils, and it is con- 
tended that, since these vary considerable in the amount 
of these principles contained, greater accuracy and uni- 
formity would be secured by the substitution of these 
principles for the natural oils. 

Among the principles of this and similar classes likelv 
to be admitted to the U. S. Pharmacopceia are: Anethol. 
eugenol, guaiacol and guaiacol carbonate and saffrol. 
Eucalyptol and methyl salicylate are now official. 

\ 


SYNTHETIC. 


The admission of synthetic products controlled by 
patent or proprietary rights has also received much 
attention. The ethical medical position is unequivocally 
opposed to the recognition of any substance whose com- 
position is secret, or the manufacture of which is in any 
manner not free; and yet medical men, even the very 
highest authorities, prescribe them and exploit them in 
the journals. While the Pharmacopceia is supposed to 
have ignored them, such is not the case. The first 
synthetic medicinal chemical made by a patented process 
salicylic acid, was admitted to the U. S. Pharmacopceia in 
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1880. in the present U. S. Pharmacopoeia (1890) they 
are official of this class in addition to salol and lanolin, 
although under a name different from the trade name. 
On this point the instructions of the decennial convention 
of 1900 to the committee of revision were as follows: 
The committee of revision is authorized to admit into the 
Pharmacopeia any product of nature of known origin , also any 
synthetized product of definite composition which is in common 
use by the medical profession, the identity, purity or strength 
of which can be determined. No compound or mixture shall be 
introduced if the composition or mode of manufacture thereof 
be kept secret, or if it be controlled by unlimited proprietary 


rights. 

The committee, desiring to adhere to the spirit, if not 
strictly to the letter, of the instructions of the convention, 
after considerable deliberation decided ‘to admit those 
substances for which there is, or may be, a product or 
process patent which expires during this decade (te., 
1900-10), carrying with it the expiration of the trade- 
marked name, as distinguished from a symbol or device.” 

According to this, none that are patented will be 
admitted if their trade-mark does not expire with their 
patent, and none that are trade-marked without being 
patented. Should legal advice conclude that trade- 
marked names expire with patent, then only such that 
are patented will be admitted, whose patents expire before 
i910. Among those proposed for admission under this 
decision are chloralamid, ethyl carbonate, hexamethylene- 
tetramin, iodol,* methylene blue, phenacetin, piperazin, 
saccharin, phenyl salicylate (salol, now official), sul- 
phonal, trional, aristol and salophen. The following would 
be excluded: Creosote carbonate, eucain, heroin, holocain, 
ichthyol, methyl! acetanilid and orthoform. 


ALKALOIDAL ASSAYS. 


The U. S. Pharmacopeeia of 1890 requires a certain 
alkaloidal standard for opium and cinchona, and the 
preparations of opium and nux vomica. This list will 
be largely extended, and assay processes fixing a standard 
of alkaloidal strength for the preparations of the follow- 
ing drugs have been proposed: Opium, cinchona and nux 
vomica, belladonna, hyoscyamus and stramonium, coca, 
guarana and kola, physgstigma, ipecac, hydrastis, col- 
chicum, pilocarpus, conium and jalap. 


ANTITOXIN. 


One of the most difficult questions for the committee 
to solve lfas been the admission of diphtheritic antitoxin. 
The principle of the Pharmacopceia heretofore has been 
that, inasmuch, as the pharmacist is charged with the 
responsibility of maintaining the standard of identity, 
purity, quality and strength of all articles official, the 
Pharmacopoeia must provide such definitions, descrip- 
tions, tests and assay processes as will enable him to 
determine whether or not the articles recognized by the 
Pharmacopeeia respond to the official requirements. Since 
no biologic or pharmacologic tests have ever been 
admitted to any Pharmacopceia, presumbly because these 
were not within the province of pharmaceutic practice, 
the admission of any article whose purity and potency 
could not be determined except through biologic methods 
appeared to be an insurmountable obstacle to the ad- 
mission of any biologic product, and the convention, 
therefore, declared: “ Physiologic tests for determining 
strength should not be introduced by the committee.” 

Owing, however, to the transcendant importance of 
the question of antitoxin, and inasmuch as the instruc- 
tions of the convention were not directly mandatory, and 
especially in deference to the physicians on the commit- 

















tee who voiced the sentiment of the profession, evidently 
unanimous, as to the desirability, if not necessity, for the 
admission of antitoxin, and in order that the U. S. Phar- 
macopeeia (1900) may not be charged with indifference 
to the greatest remedial agent of the decade it is to rep- 
resent, the committee of revision decided to carefully 
consider the question. The matter was referred to a 
subcommittee, consisting of the physician members of 
the committee, together with a number of eminent spe- 
cialists in this field, with the late Dr. Walter Reed as 
chairman. Owing to the untimely and sad death of Dr. 
Reed, Dr. Theobald Smith was subsequently chosen to 
act as chairman, and this committee is now formulating 
a plan by which the antidiphtheritic serum will in all 
probability be admitted to the U. S. Pharmacopceia on 
the plan somewhat similar to that of the German Phar- 
macopeeia of 1900. 
POSOLOGY. 


The question of dosage has always been a bugbear to 
pharmacists. Some (without being able to formulate 
the proposition, what is a dose? In the terse manner 
of Dr. S. Solis-Cohen, “ A dose is enough”) have felt 
that the Pharmacopceia was trenching on dangerous 
ground in endeavoring to adopt an authoritative list of 
doses. It was charged, however, that the lack of such 
dose list in the only legal authority on medicines mate- 
rially lessened its value to the practitioners, and that such 
should be incorporated. The sentiment of the conven- 
tion being almost unanimous on this question, the com- 
mittee was instructed to state the average approximate 
adult dose, and, where deemed advisable, also for chil- 
dren, after all articles which are used or likely to be 
used internally. These are to be given in metric quan- 
tties, as well as in approximate customary weights and 
measures. It is to be the distinct understanding that 
these doses are not to be regarded as obligatory or as not 
to be exceeded by the physician whenever in his judg- 
ment desirable, and a declaration to that effect is to be 
prominently made in the book. Its purpose, then, is 
simply to serve as an authoritative reference guide to 
pharmacists and physicians. 


NOMENCLATURE. 


_ While the aim of the Pharmacopeeia is to adhere to a 
scientific nomenclature, it cannot invariably do so. To 
change old familiar titles of some chemicals so as to 
conform to the modern chemical nomenclature would 
create confusion, be inconvenient in prescribing and 
dispensing, and impair the usefulness of the alphabetical 
arrangement. Carbolic acid, for example, would appear 
as “ phenol,” and arsenous acid as “ arsenic trioxid,” if 
the chemical nomenclature be strictly observed. Since 
the scientific names are invariably appended as synonyms 
for such titles, as well as for such articles as mav be 
admitted under trade names, there can be no objection 
to such deviation from the scientific nomenclature in 
the official titles as may be determined for the greater 
safety and convenience of physicians and pharmacists. 
Sometimes the title appears in contradiction to the 
chemical name, without apparent justification, as in 

chloral” of the U. S. Pharmacopeeia of 1890, which 
should have’ been “ chloralis hydras”; chloral being a 
liquid, the hydrate of which is the well-known crystalline 
solid. The best of reasons, however, prompted this 
violation of chemical usage—namely, the belief that the 
use of the single word in prescribing would avoid the 
inevitable abbreviation of “ chlor. hyd.,” and thus prevent 
confusion with “chlorid hydrarg.,” and consequent 
errors and complications. 
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DISCUSSION. . 


Dr. W. J. Robinson, New York—I consider the United States 
Pharmacopeia the best in the world. I am familiar with all 
of them, and as far as definiteness, succinctness and tests for 
purity are concerned it ranks above all. Still it is not popular 
with the physician. You will seldom find a physician who 
studies the pharmacopeeia and rarely one who owns the book. It 
has always interested me to know why the physician never 
refers to the pharmacopeia, Among the many rehsons I will 
mention one—it is the principal one—the pharmacopeia does 
not contain a very large number of substances which the phy- 
sician prescribes daily. It contains about 200 various drugs 
like phytolacea, chelidonium, illiclum, inula, mezereum, pareira, 
juglans, ete., and such substances which the progressive phy- 
sician of to-day never prescribes, while many of those which 
are in daily use are not to be found in it. We can not blame 
the pharmacopeia for not admitting these substances. Many 
of them are proprietary remedies with a perpetual copyright, 
but still it is wrong to exclude them altogether. The solution 
of the question would probably be to have a pharmacopeia of 
the same character as the present one which should contain all 
the standard drugs, but it should have a supplement in which 
might be given the chief characters of that large class of drugs 
which are frequently used and of which we know the exact 
chemical constitution. That would not be giving them the 
full sanction of the pharmacopeia, but at the same time it 
would be serviceable to the physician. Concerning the dosage. 
I think that would be a valuable addition to the pharmacopeia 
and render it more popular. Of course, there should be no 
ironclad rule about the dose, as the mention of a definite dose 
might lead to confusion, but if the average dosage were included 
it would render the book more useful to both physician and 
pharmacist. 

Dr. B. Pirosh, Chicago—The pharmacopeeia should be in the 
office of every physician, for there is no better source from 
which to derive information in regard to the peculiarities of 
certain drugs. Concerning the bringing into the pharmacopeia 
of these preparations the patents of which have passed limita- 
tion, it should make no difference to the physician whether or 
not the patent letter has expired. I would prefer a remedy the 
patent of which is running to one the patent of which has ex- 
pireti—provided the composition and the physiologic action are 
known to me—for the reason that so long as it is protected 
and in the hands of only one manufacturer we know it is pure. 
When the patent is taken off and other parties take up the 
manufacture then there is adulteration. I think the doses 
should be incorporated in the pharmacopoeia, as this would 
give the druggist and physician an equal opportunity to check 
each other in case of mistakes (on either part). I believe it 
would be well if the names of some of the drugs could be 
changed from time to time. Here in America, although it is 
our own fault, it seems to be a part of our business to tell the 
patient what he gets. The only benefit I can see from the 
knowledge of the patient about the drug he gets is to caution 
the next physician in case of idiosyncrasy to a certain drug. 

Dr. W. B. Hill, Milwaukee, Wis.—The metric system and 
the dosage are two bugbears of the pharmacopoeia of 1900. It 
is a simple thing to put down, the figures, but to get the people 
to use them is quite a different matter. I believe the dosage 
is the key to the situation, but that means a real revision of 
the pharmacopeeia, not a so-called revision. If we add a dosage 
system to the pharmacopeeia, a system in which the strength 
of the preparations is given, within certain limits we make 
the use of the metric system possible;,in other words. we 
should make it easier to name the dose in the metric system 
than in the English system. There would then be no question 
about its adoption. If we look over the various preparations 
we will find that tinctures vary all the way from 5 to 35 per 
cent., some for a very good reason, others without any reason. 
Under the metric system the tinctures could be classified in 
two or three classes, the stronger ones with a uniform dose of 
1 «c., the next class with average dose of 5 ¢.c., and the third 
class in larger quantities, such as the weaker tinctures. In 
this way we might so simplify the dosage that one could re- 
member more easily in the metric system than in the English 
system. The greatest difficulty in training the memory so 
as to use the metric system is in the very small denominations. 
The trouble is in the unit, and it is difficult for the student to 
comprehend it. If the pharmacopeia were arranged in a 
double manner, on one side the tinctures and triturates, each 
with a uniform dose, and on the other side the fluid extracts 
and extracts with a uniform strength, I believe the metric 
system would be adopted within five years. 

Dr. O. T. Osborne, New Haven, Conn.—I believe the trouble 
lies in our hospitals. At the Yale Medical School I have taught 
the metric system for nearly twenty years, and will venture 
to say that not 25 per cent. of our graduates write prescriptions 
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in the metric system to-day. We begin to teach materia medica 
in the second year, advanced pharmacology in the third year, 
and applied therapeutics in the fourth year. At the end of 
the second year the student is better versed in the metric sys- 
tem than he is at the end of the third year, and at the end of 
the third year he writes better prescriptions than he does at 
the end of the fourth year. This is because he is constantly 
coming in contact in journals, text-books and clinics with 
prescriptions written in the old system. When the student 
gets into the hospital he sees no more of the metric system, 
and when he leaves he has almost forgotten that there is such 
a system. Hence I believe that until the hospitals abolish the 
o.d system and take up the new, the medical colleges can not 
advance the use of the decimal system. As to teaching the 
doses of preparations, as an example, I classify the tinctures 
into poisonous and non-poisonous, and put as many as possible 
together under one dose. In this way the student soon learns 
that a poisonous tincture has a dose of a few drops, and a non- 
poisonous a dose of a teaspoonful. 

Dr. H. A. Moody, Mobile, Ala.—Dr. Osborne has voiced my 
experience. I have been teaching materia medica for about ten 
years. In the first year my students are required to copy prescrip- 
tions from the blackboard in the metric system and it is discussed 
—and I mean discussed—the students are invited to participate 
in the discussion and compare the metric system with the old 
system. In the study of therapeutics the students write the 
prescription in the old method first and then translate it into 
the metric system in order to be masters of both systems, for 
this is necessary if they are to practice in rural districts. The 
result is that they gravitate to the old system, and nothing 
seems to stop them. I believe it was Lincoln who said that 
“you can not fool all of the people all of the time.” So I 
think there must be some solid foundation for the preference 
for the old system or it would have been dropped long ago. 
It is a fact that it is the most popular system all over the 
United States to-day. Dr. Robinson said the pharmacopeia 
contained a lot of drugs that had become absolete and were 
never used by progressive physicians, and among other sub- 
stances he mentioned phytolacca. Now, phytolacca is not ob- 
solete all over the country by any means. This illustrates 
how utterly impossible it will be to satisfy all parties by any 
decision as to which drugs shall be placed in the pharmacopeeia 
and which shall be omitted, or go into the appendix. You 
will be sure to offend the sense of propriety of some. Another 
statement referred to was the physiologic test of drugs. The 
committee decided that they could not use that test of drugs 
for the pharmacopeia. It seemed to me that this referred 
principally to the animal serums. Now, there are other drugs 
whose strength we can ascertain in no other way, such as 
ergot, digitalis, etc. Is the physiologic test used to standard- 
ize medicines such as these? 

Dr. F. R. Weber, Milwaukee, Wis.—We have in our school 
those who prefer the old system and those who prefer the 
metric. The effect of this is to accustom the students to one 
as much as to the other, and it is easy for them to prescribe 
in either system. It is only laziness that causes them to ignore 
the metric system. When the metric system was introduced 
in Germany, within a year all the old books and the old systems 
were changed. If our books would change and only contain 
the metric system how quickly would the nation throw off the 
old system and take up the new. The trouble with the United 
States is that we still prefer to read English articles, and in 
England it is practically impossible to introduce the metric 
system. 

Dr. C. 8. Chamberlin, Cincinnati—There must be some 
reason for the hold which the old system has on us. I studied 
both systems when at college and for three years taught chem- 
istry, using the metric system entirely. In my practice I tried 
to use the metric system, but I never got beyond the point 
where I did not have to translate from the old into the new. 
In regard to phytolacca, Dr. J. B. Shoemaker has an article in 
the October, 1901, Medical Bulletin which covers at least four 
pages, in which he declares that it is one of the best alteratives 
and the best of all remedies in mastitis. 

Prof. C. 8. N. Hallberg—With reference to the scope of the 
pharmacopeia it has been very difficult to get anything like 
statistics in the United States. We have compiled the different 
kinds of articles which enter into hundreds of thousands of 
prescriptions in the different sections of the United States and 
we never before realized what a vast country this is. The 
medicines which may be considered obsolete in one section are 
used in great quantity in another section. You must remember 
that we have here in the United States a medical and a phar- 
maceutical population which is cosmopolitan. The United 
States Pharmacopewia may well be considered a combination of 
all the pharmacopeias of Europe revised and condensed. The 
committee does its best in getting information as to what these 
articles are, and which should be admitted As to the supplement, 
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which should include a number of articles, as suggested by Dr. 
Robinson, I believe that is a questionable expedient. The 
pharmacopeia has a legal standing, not by act of congress, but 
by the laws in the states wherever there is legislation affecting 
pharmacy or pure food and drug laws; in such states it is re- 
cognized as the standard. Of course, if these articles were 
simply enumerated therein it might serve a purpose, but that is 
doubtful. The American Pharmaceutical Association issues 
a National Formulary and it might be advisable to enumerate 
in that such articles as Dr. Robinson suggests. That the 
strength of galenic preparations should be based on the posol- 
ogy instead of on the drug strength is a new proposition and 
one not recognized in any pharmacopeia. The pharmacopeia 
is first of all the hand-book of the pharmacist; it is his manual 
from which he makes his preparations, as far as the galenic 
preparations are concerned, and because of the use of the 
metric system it is desired to maintain the percentage propor- 
tions. Any change, therefore, which would involve too much 
deviation would be embarrassing to the pharmacist. To fix even 
the general averagedoses of these preparations would make them 
of a strength without any determined relation to the drug. Dr. 
Wood, for instance, administers tincture of digitalis in tea- 
spoonful doses, while others give one-fourth that amount. 
Now, what should be the drug-strength of tincture of digitalis? 
To obviate this confusion last year at Brussels there was a 
conference “for the unification of the strength of potent 
remedies.” Dr. C. H. Wood, Philadelphia, attended this in- 
ternational conference, at which were representatives from 
every country in Europe. It was decided that tinctures should 
be in two classes, the potent drugs of a 10 per cent. and those 
less potent of 20 per cent. strength. That will be a great phar- 
maceutic convenience, though it does not conform to Dr. Hill’s 
suggestion except to the extent that there is a distinction 
between potent drugs and those that are less potent. But here 
arises a great difficulty; the tinctures of the most potent drugs 
are of the greatest drug strength; tincture of aconite is 35 
per cent., tincture of veratrum viride is 40 per cent. in strength, 
while tinctures of drugs which cannot approach these in 
potency are only 10, or 5 per cent. The committee has, how- 
ever, decided to follow this principle, and is going to change 
the strengths of the tinctures of aconite and veratrum viride 
to 10 per cent. There is a tendency toward the unification of 
potent remedies, and this conference fixed the strength of all 
arsenical solutions at 1 per cent., which is uniform in all the 
pharmacopelas. The question of patents raised by Dr. Pirosh 
is scarcely within the limits of the paper. A patent is limited 
to seventeen years. There is no objection to a patent, but 
what we call “patent remedies” are of secret composition 
and some get the name of being patented from the fact that the 
name or label has been copyrighted and the profession is not fur- 
nished the formula. The only way to learn the metric system isto 
work with it. Pharmacy students have to work with the 
metric system in all branches. Annually, during the course, 
a vote is taken among the students as to their preference, and 
only once in ten years one man said he preferred the old sys- 
tem after working with the metric system for three months. 
The great advantage of the metric system is shown in recent 
works on pharmacy and therapeutics. In the older works an 
ointment, for example, has to be prescribed “a dram to the 
ounce,” or/“ 30 grs. to the ounce.” Compare that method of 
expression to the clear, concise statement that an ointment is 
1 per cent., or 2 per cent., or 10 per cent. strength. Applied to 
solutions and preparations for external use the metric system 
goes hand in hand with percentage strengths, and is the only 
scientific method of expression. 





Caoutchouc in Ceylon. 


Deutsche Kolonialzeitung, in its issue of September 24, 1903, 
says: “The area planted in Para rubber in Ceylon is esti- 


mated at 3,000 acres. The best results have been secured in 
the South Kaltum district, which is about 100 feet above sea 
level and has an average rainfall of over 98.5 inches. The soil 
is mostly a sandy loam. Para rubber thrives also at an alti- 
tude of 3,000 feet, and will endure a variation of rainfall of 
from 70.9 to 147.6 inches. Each tree produces about 1 pound, 
worth about 95 cents. The quality of the rubber is often im- 
paired by the use of such acids as lemon juice to hasten the ex- 
traction of the juices from the trees.” 





Dried tetanus toxin is one of the most powerful poisons, 
the fatal dose for human beings being one-tenth that of strych- 
nine. The fatal dose of a toxin for different animals varies 
with the species, sometimes enormously. Thus the amount of 
tetanus toxin necessary to kill a fowl] would kill 500 horses. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals, 








Impurities in East Indian Sandalwood Oil._—Peter 
(Pharmaceutische Zeitung, 1903, p. 573) had occasion 
to examine a certain number of samples of capsules of 
sandalwood oil and has found in several instances that 
the samples were adulterated with oil of cedar. In some 
of these capsules the oil contained only 57 to 71 per cent. 
santalol instead of from go to 100 per cent. 


To Determine the Presence of Cocaine in Solutions. 
—Vadam suggests the following method of determining 
the presence of cocaine in solutions intended for injec- 
tion. Ten Cc. of the solution are rendered alkaline with 
a few drops of ammonia, ether is added and the mixture 
is shaken. The ethereal layer is decanted after being 
allowed to stand for a while, and to the residue of evapo- 
ration of this layer are added 2 drops of 10 per cent. 
hydrochloric acid. To 1 drop of this acid solution is 
added 1 drop of a Io per cent. solution of platinum 
chloride. If cocaine is present in the solution, there will 
appear under the microscope the characteristic crystals 
of cocaine chloroplatinate. 


Nascent Mercuric Salicylate—Lajoux (Journal de 
Pharmacie et de Chimie, May 1, 1903) made a special 
study of certain salicylates of mercury and found that 
one of them, the basic salicylate, is of interest pharma- 
ceutically because the mercury in it is “ dissimulated ” 
(nascent). He suggests the name of “ dissimulated salicy- 
late of mercury” for this compound. It may be con- 
sidered an organic mercuric compound, in which the 
mercury unites the acid radical to the phenyl radical. It 
is a stable salt, soluble in hot or cold and dilute or con- 
centrated solutions of sodium or potassium hydrate with- 
out altering its molecule. Acids, even carbonic acid, 
precipitate it completely, intact, from these solutions. 
It is soluble in alkaline chlorides and iodides, and keeps 
its properties. In contact with sulphuretted hydrogen it 
does not decompose except after a long time and with 
ammonium sulphide it takes a considerable time to become 
precipitated. Only mercuric cyanide decomposes it im- 
mediately. 


The solution of ammonium benzoate used by Lajoux 
was of about 4 per cent. strength, and was netitral, re- 
quiring the addition of a few drops of ammonia for this 
purpose. One Gm. of the mercuric salicylate is triturated 
in a mortar with 50 Cc. of the solution, and a Io per cent. 
ammonia solution is added, drop by drop, until complete 
solution results. In some instances a slight grayish 
cloudiness is left, due to the presence of some insoluble 
material. The solution is then poured into a flask, and 
the volume is completed to 100 Cc. with distilled water. 
An excess of ammonia must be avoided and the solution 
must be sterilized before using. 


Some Brazilian Medicinal Plants—A number of 
Brazilian medicinal plants are described for the first 
time in the Berichte der Pharmazeutischen Gesellschaft 
(quoted in Nouveaux Remédes, September 24, 1903, 
page 415.) A number of members of the family of 
Myrtacee are indigenous in Brazil, the total catalogue 
of these plants recognized so far in that country compris- 
ing 39 species and 1,204 varieties. These Myrtacee are 
rich in tannin and aromatic essences. Several contain 
bitter principles, but few contain crystallizable alkaloids. 
Ten varieties produce eatable fruits that would make their 


















cultivation profitable. At Rio de Janeiro, Minas and 
Sao-Paolo are found the shrubs Comidensia Chamis- 
sana, Jacquiniana Reticulata and Casarettina, the fruits 
of which are edible and the leaves of which are used 
as mild astringents. Caliptranthes Aromatica, in 
Brazil, takes the place of our cloves, and in some re- 
gions of that country this rdle is assumed by another 
species, C. Variabilis. It seems that it might be well 
to cultivate this plant. The natives of the provinces 
named above employ as astringents in diarrhceas and 
as gargles decoctions of the leaves of Aulomyrciaramu- 
losa. This plant is very interesting. The fresh seeds 
give 7.5 per cent. of fixed oil, which is fluid in consist- 
ence, brown in color and olive on inspection with trans- 
mitted light, odorless, but with a bitter and disagree- 
able taste. The seeds also give 0.24 per cent. of amor- 
phous bitter principles and 1 per cent. of tannic acid. 
The leaves furnish a viscid dark green oil, about 3 per 
cent. of tannic acid, resin, resinic acid and very small 
amounts of a crystalline substance, which is supposed 
to be aulomyrcine. Myrta Canellata is a shrub which 
is met with in the province of Minas. The bark, leaves, 
buds and fruits of this plant are strongly reminiscent 
of turpentine and of eucalyptus in their odor. The 
leaves furnish an oil which is very thin, greenish-yel- 
low and has a fairly agreeable odor. Phyllocalyx 
tomentosus is a small shrub with savory fruits and is 
employed in intermittent fevers. A tincture of the 
seeds is used for this purpose. The decoction of the 
leaves is used as a mild astringent. 


Soluble Adrenalin.—Mansier (Répertoire de Phar- 
macie, November, 1903) calls attention to the fact that the 
extreme dilutions which are employed in adrenalin solu- 
tions make the weighings difficult and inconvenient, and, 
at times, impossible. Solutions in diluted hydrochloric 
acid are difficult to prepare, prone to change and de- 
teriorate. Soon after preparing a solution of adrenalin 
it takes on a yellow color as a result of oxidation, abun- 
dant brownish flocculi appear, and if the solution is 
filtered, it loses its activity. The advantage, therefore, 
of possessing a soluble powder of adrenalin, which could 
be easily handled and coufd enable the druggist to dis- 
pense perfect solution prepared extemporaneously can be 
readily perceived. The formula proposed by the author 
is based upon the easy solubility of adrenalin in citric 
acid solution, and on the preservative properties of boric 
acid. The powder proposed by him’ has the following 


composition : 
IIA erik 's el 6s Ke eenaa tars awa Cues ceed sig Gm. 0.05 
CES GOs did oo hoe e Mains cece 010 ded.6 oewnsio be Gm. 0.10 
Borie acid finely powdered. ............s000- Gm. 4.85 


The adrenalin is triturated with the citric acid and about 
four times its weight of boric acid. The rest of the acid 
is gradually added and the mixture is passed through a 
fine sieve several times. One centigramme of this powder 
corresponds to 2 drops of a solution of one part in one 
thousand. This 1 per cent. boric acid powder is soluble 
in water and may be employed for all purposes that the 
solution is used for, whenever a weak solution is required 
or when an ointment with adrenalin is to be made up. If 
the solution required is stronger than I in 3,000 parts, a 
10 per cent. boric acid powder should be used, as under 
these conditions the 1 per cent. powder cannot be dis- 
solved in the amount of water required. 
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1. The old gentleman has just learned that his nephew has 
begun work in a drug store, and writes him accordingly. 






My Dear John: I understand that you have just obtained 
your first job in a drug store, or it may be you have been there 
for a few months, for I haven’t heard from your folks for quite 
awhile—in any event you are “the new boy” and deserve to 
be congratulated, for you don’t know how many other boys 
would give their eye-teeth for your chance. Never mind that, 
though. What you want to be now is a success, and there is 
only one way for you to be a success in the drug store—and 
that is to work and work hard. Keep busy doing something all 
the time. If you haven’t anything to do find something, for it’s 
a safe bet that you won’t have to look very far unless your 
store is very different from the one I first worked in. 

The best quality of all about a really good boy is his ability 
to see things to be done. It is easy enough to see them after 
they have been pointed out to you, but if it is going to keep the 
manager or one of the clerks busy all day finding something for 
you to do he might just as well get a little busier and do them 
himself, in which event there will, of course, be no room for 
you. The idea is, you see, if you want to keep your job you’ve 
simply got to keep busy and do so many things about the store 
that the store simply could not get along without you. Of 
course you are going to have your regular duties each day— 
that is, you are if the manager of your store knows how to 
manage—but after you have finished that day’s schedule you 
must not think that your day’s work is completed, for that is 
the very time that you are to begin to look for other things 
to do. Now, just what these things to do may be depends 
largely upon the size of the store and the length of time you 
have been in that store, and consequently how well you are 
acquainted with the work that is to be done; but I think I 
have said enough to show you that no matter how or where you 
may be located you can always find something to do if you 
will but look for it—and that is all of it. 

Keep looking and doing. It isn’t a bad idea to be looking 
around for the next job while you are doing the last one, only 
you don’t want to look for it so hard that you can’t see 
ae you are doing a good job upon the one you are on or 
not. 














































CONCERNING CLOTHES 





I know that you haven’t many fine clothes, and I wouldn’t 
advise you to wear them around the store even if you had; but 
simply because you may occasionally have to do the work of 
a porter or a scrub-woman is no reason why you should look 
like one. You had far better look as though the work were be- 
neath you than to have your appearance say that it was above 
you, but at the same time you mustn’t forget that you want to 
do that work as though it were your only aim in life to do it 
just right, and not as though you were afraid of soiling your 
hands or mussing your hair or clothes. What I meant by your 
looks was that you could, no matter how rich or poor you might 
be, keep your hands and face washed, nails and teeth clean, 
hair combed, shoes polished, clothing brushed, wear a clean 
shirt and keep your collar and necktie on, and then in the even- 
ing you might, if possible, dress up just a little more and 
better than you do during the day. 















KEEP YOUR TEMPER. 


You want to keep just as friendly as you can with the clerks 
in the store, because when they have a mind to they can make 
your work a great deal easier and show you about a great many 
things which it will be well for you to know. I thought it best 
to speak to you about keeping on the good side of the clerks, 
because of the fact that they are bound to try several little 
harmless tricks upon you which may ruffle your temper. Now, 
I am not saying that you are not justified in getting mad after 
you have worked with a mortar and pestal for half an hour 
trying to pulverize several pieces of rubber, or have attempted 
to dissolve a mixture of soda bicarb and salicylic acid con- 
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gee buttons in his clean coat, 
because if you do they are 
going to have it in for you, 
and I don’t know of anything 


that can be much more unpleasant to the boy in a drug store. 
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THE RIGHT KIND OF A DRUGGIST TO BE. 


I suppose that it is your intention to stay in the business 
and become a druggist, and I want to say right here that if 
you don’t intend to you had better quit right now, for if it’s 
just simple work that you want you can find lots of other jobs 
which will pay better and won’t be so hard, and you'll be doing 
the business a kindness also, for there are altogether too many 
in it now who have simply their bodies there and their minds 
and hearts some place else—providing, of course, that they 
have any at all. Therefore if you are going to be one of the 
other kind you cannot know too much about drugs, and the 
best thing for you to do is to take up a systematic course of 
reading and study, using all the drugs in the store for reference 
so as to become familiar with all their characteristics. When 
I was the new boy I began in the Dispensatory at Absinthium, 
and read it right through to Zizyphus Vulgaris. This was a 
good way in those days, but it was mighty tiresome and very 
uninteresting, and there are better ones now. Rother’s “ Be- 
ginnings in Pharmacy ” is a good book, but I believe it is out of 
print. Oldberg’s “ Home-Study in Pharmacy ” will put you on 
the right track, and I have sent you a copy in lieu of your 
usual birthday present. You may not like it quite so well, but 
it will do you a lot more good providing you use it correctly. 
After you have gone through this, studying thoroughly each 
drug as it is described, you will be able to take up Attfield’s 
“Chemistry ” and Remington. Now, don’t think that you must 
divorce your book knowledge from your practical knowledge— 
it requires an ample supply and an intimate admixture of both 
to make a good druggist, and this is the only kind that it is 
worth while being. 

I am going to write to you quite often from now on, and 
perhaps I had better tell you that I am liable to say some 
things which you will think are unnecessary. Most young 
people do think that at times when their elders rub them the 
wrong way, but just remember that I mean them all in kind- 
ness. I want you to write me occasionally, but never do your 
writing while at work, for that isn’t what the boss pays you 
for, as he either does the writing for the establishment himself 
or keeps a good-looking girl in the office for that purpose. 

Your affectionate uncle, 
Can. A. DENSIS. 





Theophyllin and Theocin. 


In the report of the address delivered by .Professor Cob- 
lentz at last month’s meeting of the Society of Chemical In- 
dustry, printed on page 303 of the AMERICAN Drucoist for 
November 23, the types made him speak of theophyllin as an 
alkaloid occurring in quinine, instead of in tea leaves, as in- 
tended. Professor Coblentz said that various combinations 
of quinic acid with uric acid solvents, more particularly the 
substituted diamines, had been introduced within a recent pe- 
riod, and the synthetic production of theophyllin, a natural 
alkaloid occurring in tea leaves, was described, together with 
theocin, another name for the same substance. 

The synthetic theophyllin introduced by C. F. Boehringer 
& Soehne, of New York, and Mannheim, Germany, is made 
from uric acid extracted from guano, and this firm prepare 
caffeine synthetically from the same source. 

The Farbenfabriken, of Elberfeld Company, manufacture 
theophyllin, according to Dr. W. Traube’s method, which is a 
very roundabout and expensive one. They call their theophy]- 
lin “ 'Theocin,” and have protected this name as a trade-mark. 
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THE DISPENSING OF RESINOUS TINCTURES.' 
By HARroLp WILSON, B.SC. 


Pharmacist to University College Hospital, London. 


tures” for the sake of brevity, present certain difficulties 

when dispensed in an aqueous vehicle. In my experience 
every dispenser has a panacea which he employs discriminately 
to overcome these difficulties; but doubts have long been in 
my mind as to the utility of following the same method of 
treatment for each of these tinctures. I, therefore, carried 
out a few experiments, which were afterwards supplemented, 
to clear up speculations. 

Before proceeding to describe these it will be just as well 
to make quite clear what the difficulties are which have to be 
overcome. Compound tincture of benzoin is a solution of resin- 
our matter in strong alcohol; when this tincture is poured into 
the water the weak alcohol produced is no longer capable of 
dissolving the resin, which is therefore precipitated. ‘The pre- 
cipitate is at first in a fine state of division, but it rapidly ag- 
glutinates to form lumps, which adhere to the sides of the 
bottle and render accurate dosage impossible. This aggrega- 
tion of fine particles to produce larger ones is brought about 
by surface tension which exists on the boundary surfaces be- 
tween solids and liquids. The enlargement of the particles 
has the effect of reducing the area of the surface in contact 
with the liquid, and is an example of the universal law which 
causes matter to place itself in the position of least resistance. 
In some cases, however, we obtain a colloidal solution instead 
of precipitation, and, under certain conditions, such solutions 
deposit resin very slowly, if at all. Picton and Lander, in most 
interesting papers, have shown that in such cases, although the 
substance appears to be in true solution, it is really separated 
in particles which can be detected by the aid of a powerful 
microscope. These particles are seen to undergo a regular 
series of movements (Brownian movement), so that there is 
no tendency toward deposition. They concluded from the re- 
sults of their experiments that there was no sharp line of de- 
marcation between so-called true solutions and pseudo or col- 
oidal solutions ; but to further discuss this question would take 
me beyond the bounds of the present paper. 

These colloidal solutions are very sensitive to the presence 
of salts, acids and bases, all of which cause precipitation of the 
dissolved matter unless some chemical combination takes place. 
They can only be prepared in anything approaching a stable 
condition by using pure distilled water. When resinous tinc- 
tures are dispensed with distilled water, it is probable that 
in all cases some part of the resin remains in solution (colloi- 
dal), though the greater proportion may be precipitated; in 
some cases the whole remains in solution, and no precipitation 
takes place, at least for a time. Although colloids are said to 
have an indeterminate solubility, it appears, from my experi- 
ments, that weak solutions are more stable than strong ones. 
As just mentioned, colloidal bodies are easily precipitated from 
their aqueous solution by salts, acids, and bases when no chemi- 
cal action takes place between the colloid and the substance 
added. It will be seen, therefore, that any resinous tinctures 
which are compatible with distilled water may give trouble 
when prescribed with either salts or acids. With alkalies or 
salts which yield strongly alkaline solutions by hydrolysis 
(such as borax) they may, however, yield clear solutions ow- 
ing to combination of the acid resins with alkali to form sol- 
uble compounds. 

The object of my experiments was to answer the questions: 

(1) Is any suspending agent required when a resinous 
tincture is dispensed in an aqueous vehicle? 

(2) If so, what are the relative values of acacia and tra- 
gacanth under varying conditions? 


A CLASS of preparations, generally called “resinous tinc- 


THE USE OF SUSPENDING AGENTS. 


The first question was answered by observing the results 
obtained by dispensing each tincture (@) with distilled water, 
and (b) with a solution of a neutral salt. 


With Distilled Water Only. 
Mixtures made as follows: 


The following tinctures yielded colloidal solutions or easily 
diffusible precipitates or a mixture of the two :—Tincture 
cimicifuge, hydrasti, lupuli, podophylli, benzoini simplicis and 
myrrhe. The two latter only remained as satisfactory mix- 
tures for a few days when the above formula was employed, 


1 Address to the School of Pharmacy Students’ Association, Novem- 
ber 6, 1903, from the Pharmaceutical Journal. 
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but with a smaller quantity of tincture they were much more 
permanent. 

Separation of resin or other matter not readily diffusible 
was more or less rapid with the following: Tincture asafetids, 
benzoini composite, cannabis indice, cubebse guaiaci am- 
moniate, jalapse, quinine ammoniatse, sombul, tolutane, ben- 
zoini simplicis, and myrrhe (the two last only when present 
in quantity). 

With Solutions of Salts. 


Since the precipitation of colloids from solution is practically 
independent of the nature of the salt used, sodium chloride 
has alone been employed in these experiments. 

Mixtures were made as follows: 
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ol ORAS OE eS Ree Rs Se aE Re 3i 

Aquam, ad 

Of the foregoing tinctures which form satisfactory mixtures 
with distilled water, all require the addition of some suspend- 
ing agent except the two following: Tincture cimicifuge and 
lupuli. As the addition of salts always increases separation, 
all those tinctures incompatible with water alone become still 
more so on the addition of salts; to these must be added the 
following :—Tincturse myrrhe and benzoini simplicis (in all 
proportions), hydrastis and podophylli. 


ACACIA COMPARED WITH TRAGACANTH. 


In order to determine the relative value of acacia and tra- 
gacanth as suspending agents, mixtures were made without the 
addition of salts. 

Without Salts. 


Mixtures were made as follows: 
 &..F 

Muc. : 

Aquam, ad 
And 
| i Ae 

Muc tragacanthe 

Aquam, ad 


In the first few cases different methods of mixing were tried. 
Thus, in the case of acacia (a) the mucilage was diluted with 
twice its volume of water, the tincture then added, and after- 
wards the remainder of the water. (b) The mucilage was diluted 
with as much water as possible, and the tincture then added. 
As anticipated, it was found that (b) yielded the better re- 
sults, the precipitate being in a finer state of division and more 
easily diffusible. This method was therefore exclusively used 
for further experiments. 

In the case of tragacanth the following methods of mixing 
were tried ;—(a) The tincture was mixed with the calculated 
quantity of powdered tragacanth, twice its volume of water 
added and the mixture agitated, and then the remainder of 
water added. (b) The mucilage was diluted with twice its 
volume of water, the tincture then added, and afterwards the 
remainder of the water. (c) The mucilage was diluted with 
as much water as possible, ang the tincture then added. 

(a) Was found unsatisfactory in some cases; there is not 
much difference in the results yielded by (b) and (c), but 
the latter possesses slight advantages. 

This method was, therefore, exclusively used for further 
experiments. 

The result of the experiments went to. show that in each 
case acacia yielded a more elegant mixture than tragacanth; 
but where the quantity of precipitated matter was consider- 
able it was unsuitable, owing to the fact that the separated 
matter adhered to the base of the bottle, and could only be 
diffused with difficulty. This was the case with the follow- 
ing :—Tincture benz. co., jalapse, myrrhe and tolutani. 

On the other hand, acacia yields the better results with tinct. 
asafcetidse, benz. simp. (when necessary), cannab. ind., cu- 
bebe, guaiac, ammon., and sumbul. 

Tragacanth is useless for tinct. benz. co., quin. ammon., and 
tolut. It answers well for tinct. jalap. and for tinct. myrrh. 
when the quantity of the latter tincture is so large as to neces- 
sitate some addition. In other cases, it possesses no advantages 
over acacia, and does not form such elegant mixtures. 

It will be seen that neither alone is suitable for tinct. benz. 
co. or tulut. The two combined, however, answer admirably. 
and make a perfect mixture. The following formula can be 
used :— 


Muce. trag.. 

Aquam, ad 

Dilute the mucilage of acacia with as much water as pos- 
sible; add the tincture, and, lastly, the mucilage of traga- 
canth. This method of procedure is the best possible. 
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With Salts. 


Mixtures were prepared from formule similar to those de- 
scribed, but with the addition of 10 grains of sodium chloride 
to each ounce. The presence of salts does not affect the value 
of acacia where its use has been previously recommended, ex- 
cept in the case of tinct. cannab. ind., which is now better dis- 
pensed with tragacanth. Tinct. podolph., which, in the ab- 
sence of salts, requires no addition, is, in their presence, better 
dispensed with acacia. Tragacanth still answers for tinct. 
jalap and myrrh., and must now be used for tinct. hydrastis, 
which in the absence of salts requires no addition. A mix- 
ture of acacia and tragacanth makes a good mixture with 
tinct. benz. co. and tolut. in the absence of salts. Glycerin, 
syrups, etec., were tried in some cases, but though they have 
some “suspending” effect, their use is, as a rule, insufficient ; 
obviously they can only be used when ordered in the prescrip- 
tion. 

The following list, arranged alphabetically, may be useful 
for reference :— 

Asafwetide.—Acacia to be used in all cases, because more 
elegant than tragacanth, which in other respects is equally 
good. 
Benz. co.—Acacia and tragacanth must both be used in all 
cases. 

Benz. simp.—No addition necessary in absence of salts if 
quantity be small. Acacia good in all cases. Tragacanth 
good in absence of salts, but useless in their presence. 

Cannab. ind.—Use acacia in absence of salts and tragacanth 
in presence of salts. 

Cimicifugee.—No addition necessary in any case. 

Cubebe and guaiac ammon.—Use acacia in all cases. 

Hydrastis.—No addition necessary in absence of salts. 
tragacanth in presence of salts. 

Jalap.—Use tragacanth in all cases. 

Lupuli.—Same as cimicifuge. 

Myrrh.—No addition necessary in absence of salts if quan- 
tity be small. If the quantity be large, tragacanth should be 
used in all cases. 

Podoph.—No addition absolutely necessary in any case, but 
the addition of acacia makes a more elegant mixture in the 
presence of salts. 

Quin. ammon.—Use acacia in all cases, but such mixtures 
become unpresentable after about 14 days. 

Sumbul.—Same as cubebe. 

Tolut.—Same as benz. co. 

It may be emphasized that these recommendations are the 
result of observations on the keeping properties of all the mix- 
tures made. None has been kept less than a month, and it 
has been found that what yields the most elegant product 
when freshly prepared may become anything but satisfactory 
on keeping. 


SELECTIONS FROM THE FORMULARY OF 
THE PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY OF 
ANTWERP.’ 


Use 





Iodized Collodion. 
Iodine, 5; collodion, 95. Mix. 


Phenolized Collodion. 
Phenol, 2; collodion, 98. Mix. 


Salicylic Acid Collodion. 
Salicylic acid, 2; collodion, 98. Mix. 


Soap Solution of Cresol. 
____ Crude cresol, 1; soft soap, 1. Melt the soap on the water- 
bath and stir in the cresol. By cresol the “sharp oil” of the 
gas-works is intended. 
Cresol Water. 
Soap solution of cresol, 1; distilled water, 9. For disinfec- 
tion ordinary water may be substituted for distilled water. 


Licorice Water. 
Fluid extract of licorice, U.S.P., 3; water, 97. 


Carbolic Water. 

This formula was originally given containing 3 per cent. of 
phenol; but in conformity with the formula of the Inter- 
national Conference the strength has been now reduced to 
phenol, 2; distilled water, 98. 


Compound Elixir of Orange. 
Orange peel, 200; cassia bark, 40; potassium carbonate, 10: 
sherry, 1,000. Macerate at 20 degrees C. for eight days, press, 


1 Translation in the Pharmaceutical Journal. 
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and add sufficient sherry to the liquid to bring the weight to 
920. In this liquid dissolve extract of gentian, 20; extract of 
wormwood, 20; extract of menyanthis, 20; extract of casca- 
rilla, 20. Set aside to deposit and filter. 

Spirit of Ants. 

Alcohol, 90 per cent., 70; water, 26; formic acid, sp.gr., 1.060 
to 1.068, 4. 

Hebra’s Spirit of Soap. 

Pure soft soap, 120; alcohol, 90 per cent., 60; spirit of laven- 
der, 5. Dissolve and filter. 

Granulated Glycerophosphate of Calcium. 

Calcium glycerophosphate, 50; simple syrup, 100; sugar in 
granules, 885. Put the granulated sugar in a basin on the 
water-bath, gradually add the syrup in which the glycerophos- 
phate has been rubbed down, stir until the mass is quite dry, 
and pass through a hair-sieve to separate the aggregated gran- 
ules of sugar. 

Granulated Glycero-Kola. 

Alcoholic extract of kola, 1; alcohol, 90 per cent., 1; granu- 
lated glycerophosphate of calcium, 19. Dissolve the kola ex- 
tract in the alcohol, pour this upon the granules in a dish, 
stirring so as to evenly distribute the liquia. Place the dish 
on the boiling water-bath and stir until dry. 

Oil of Chloroform. 

Olive oil, 3; chloroform, 1. Mix. 

Granulated Kola. 


Alcoholic extract of kola, 1; alcohol, 90 per cent., 1; granu- 
lated sugar, 19. Dissolve the extract in the alcohol, moisten 
the sugar (previously placed in a dish) evenly with the solu- 
tion. Then transfer the dish to a boiling-water bath and stir 
the granules until they are dry. 


Boudin’s Arsenical Solution. 


Arsenious acid, 1; distilled water, 1,000. Add the arsenic to 
water, 500, in a flask; boil until it is dissolved. When cold 
make up to 1,000 with more water. 

Bonain’s Anaesthetic Solution. 


Menthol, 3; crystalline phenol, 3; cocaine hydrochloride, 1. 
Warm the phenol and menthol until they liquefy; add the 
cocaine hydrochloride and stir until it is dissolved. The liquid 
becomes solid on cooling. It is insoluble in cold water, but 
very soluble in alcohol. Its alcoholic solution is caustic. 


Acetone Solution of Coal Tar. 


Conl tar, 1; benzol, 2; acetone, 10. Dissolve the tar in the 
benzol; add the acetone and filter. 


Crede’s Colloidal Silver Ointment. 


Colloidal silver (collargol), 3; distilled water, 1; white wax 
2; benzoated lard, 7. 
Hebra’s Ointment. 


Lead plaster, 1; olive oil, 1. 
Compound Rosemary Ointment. 


Lard, 25; yellow wax, 5; concrete oil of mace, 2. Melt 
together and add oil of rosemary, 1; oil of juniper, 1. 


Rhubarb and Quinine Pill (King’s Pills), 
Powdered cinchona bark, 1; powdered aloes, 1; extract of 
rhubarb, 1; extract of taraxacum, 1. Mass. 
Liquid Tar Soap. 
Norwegian tar, 1; Hebra’s spirit of soap, 3. Mix. 
Liquid Cade Oil Soap. 
Cade oil, 1; Hebra’s spirit of soap, 3. Mix. 
Liquid Ichthyol Soap. 
Ammonium ichthyol, 2; distilled water, 3; Hebra’s spirit of 
soap, 15. 
Syrup of Phenol. 
Crystalline phenol, 1; syrup of peppermint, 999. Mix. 


Compound Bromoform Syrup (Rami’s Syrup). 
Bromoform, 4; tincture of aconite, 4; codeine, 1; alcohol, 
po a cent., 95; syrup of tolu, 1,400; syrup of red poppies, 500. 
Catechu Syrup. 
Tincture of catechu, 1; simple syrup, 9. Mix. 
(To be concluded.) 
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French Pharmacy. 


A Retrospective Review of 1903—A Year of 
Centenaries. Statues and Medals—Obituar,. 


The principal feature was 


A HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL OF 


PHARMACY, 


read by M. Massol, the director 
of the schools. As this interest- 
ing document seems not to have 
been published in any American 
or British pharmaceutical jour- 
nal, an outline of its contents 
may not be out of place. 

It was noted by M. Massol 
that Montpellier had been a 








From our Paris Correspondent. 


N France, 1903 was above all the “Centenary Year” of 
I Pharmacy. The most important centennial celebration 
was evidently that of the Paris Society of Pharmacy 
(fully reported in our columns last month), but several others, 
which passed comparatively unnoticed, were almost equally in- 
teresting. 
THE “LAW OF GERMINAL,” 


which still regulates French Pharmacy, is a case in point. 
It was passed on the “21st of Germinal of the Eleventh 
Year of the One and Indivisible French Republic,”—in common 
parlance, April 11th, 1808. This Act is therefore noteworthy 
as having survived an entire century practically unmodified. 
The only change made has been the abolition of the “second- 
class” diploma, voted by the French Parliament a few years 
ago. It may therefore claim to be a fairly successful attempt 
to solve the problem of pharmaceutical legislation. It has 
kept the French pharmacist at a high standard of scientific 
knowledge, and protected the public by confining the sale, not 
of scheduled forms as in England, but of all compound medi- 
caments, ete., to a skilled and qualified class of men. The 
chief arguments for its revision are founded in the immense 
development of the commercial and manufacturing side of 
pharmacy, an evolution which could hardly have been fore- 
seen by the framers of the act a hundred years ago. A draft 
new Pharmacy Law is at present awaiting its chance for dis- 
cussion by the Chamber of Deputies, but the older men in 
pharmaceutical circles here have seen so many of these bills 
drafted and dropped that mild scepticism as to its fate is 
always permissible. : 

So the ancient law remains for the present. With regard 
to the “second-class diploma,” this was probably merely in- 
tended to avoid a shortage of pharmacists when European war 
was decimating the French male population. The unification 
of the diploma, now effected, would certainly have appealed 
to the lover of centralization and uniformity who promulgated 
the Law of Germinal as “ Bonaparte First Consul.” 


THE THREE “ SUPERIOR’? SCHOOLS OF PHARMACY 


founded by this act have consequently, in an official sense, just 
completed their hundredth year of existence. The Paris School 
did not celebrate on its own account, but was intimately con- 
nected with the Society’s centenary functions already 
mentioned. 

The Nancy Superior School was founded at Strasbourg in 
1803, but was not really organized till many years later: it 
was transferred to the present site after ths German annexa- 
tion of Alsace-Lorraine in 1871, and has always been the 
least important of the three schools. <A history of the school 
was published by M. Lambert de Cilleuls, secretary of the in- 
stitution, in celebration of the centenary. But the only School 
Centenary Festival held was that of 


THE MONTPELLIER SCHOOL OF PHARMACY. 


Montpellier is a pleasant Southern town of modernized aspect, 
but the Superior School of Pharmacy is lodged in an old- 
fashioned convent-like building, in the midst of a labyrinth of 
narrow, steep, pebble paved streets, and seems an oddly inap- 
propriate site for up-to-date scientific teaching. It was prob- 
ably because the School contained no apartment sufficiently 
large and handsome enough for the event that the ceremony 
took place in the Great Hall of the University. The audience 
numbered some 500, Southern pharmacists, of course, pre- 
dominating, but they were largely intermingled with outsiders, 
for the general Association of French Pharmacists (the French 
N. A. R. D.) and the South-Eastern Pharmacists’ Federation 
had both decided to hold their annual meetings at Montpellier 
on this notable occasion, and government officials and university 
professors, etc., swelled the attendance. 


center of medical and pharma- 
ceutical instruction for the last 
thousand years or so. In A. D. 1100, it vied with Paris and 
Bologna as the home of learning. It was also an important 
commercial emporium, Oriental drugs being largely imported 
there. The Montpellier Corporation of Apothecaries prepared 
the famous electuaries (Theriaca, Mithridate, ete.) in the 
presence of the Doctors of the Faculty of Medicine, who sealed 
the huge jars with the seal of the University ere they were trans- 
ported to the great fair of Beaucaire for sale, and thence 
carried throughout the tuen known world. Pierre of, Mont- 
pellier was Apothecary to King Edward III of England in 1360, 
and the status of pharmacy in the city was always exception- 
ally high; witness the fact that in 1573 the apothecaries’ Cor- 
poration was elevated to the dignity of a “college,” and 
authorized to grant diplomas for all France. In 1550 the Gar- 
den of Simples was founded, the first b.‘tanieal garden in 
Europe except those at Pisa and Padua (Italy). When the 
Faculty of Paris still held for the three S’s—* Saignée (blood- 
letting, senna and syringe”—Montpellier was already con- 






































EUGENE COLLIN. 
Hanbury Medalist, 1903. 


vinced of the merits of chemical medicam nts. And thus M. 
Massol continued down to the present time, alluding to the 
worthies of the Montpellier Senool, Soubeiran and the Plan- 
chons, Bal -d, Diacon I. Gay, Jean Jean, ete. 

Several of these, by the way, have their busts or statues in 
the school or town, for 


STATUES TO CHEMISTS 


are frequent and ever increasing in modern France, as every 
tourist must have noticed. Gay-Lussac at Limoges, Chevreuil 
at Angers, Berthollet at Annecy, Lavoisier at Paris, ete., ete. 
Pasteur has been as elegantly “ statuefied ” as ever during the 
last twelve months; monuments having been erected to his 
memory at Marnes (near the branch Institute at Garches, 
where the great savant breathed his last) and at Chartres. 
The Parisian statue will probably be erected in 1904, not far 
from the Pasteur Institute; Lille, Dole, Melun, Alais, ete., al- 
ready boast handsome and appropriate, monuments. 

A bust of Auguste Laurent, a distinguished French chemist, 
who was one of the apostles of the atomic theory, was one of 
the features of the “Salon” of 1908 and has since been un- 
veiled at Langres by the French Minister of Agriculture. 
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At the Nancy School of Pharmacy a memorial has been erected 
to the memory of Bleicher, Director of the School, who was 
shot in 1901 at the door of his laboratory by M. Raymond Four, 
a large retail pharmacist whom he had denounced. On making 
his rounds as Inspector of Pharmacies, M. Bleicher noticed 
some cinchona bark of bad quality in M. Four’s officine, and 
drew up a report accordingly. M. Four called on the Director 
with the evident object of getting the matter hushed up, and 
upon M. Bleicher’s refusal, drew a revolver and shot him dead 
on the spot. M. Four then turned his weapon against himself, 
and both men were found dead on the floor by the attendants 
who were attracted by the reports. 

A statue was recently unveiled at St. Just to René Haiiy 
(1748-1822), a French priest who took up mineralogy as his 
hobby, and established that the elementary crystalline form of 
a body depends upon its chemical composition. 


PASTEURISM AND SEROTHERAPHY. 


have attracted as much attention as usual. Even Royalty 
nowadays interests itself in practical bacteriology. Queen 
Amelie, of Portugal, made a special point of visiting the Pas- 
teur Institute and Hospital in detaa: when on her visit to Paris. 
The principal Pasteurian novelty of 1903 was the introduction 
of Dr. Martin’s anti-diphtheria pastilles. Many people object 
to hypodermic injection, especially as a prophylactic, but these 
lozenges of serum mixed with gum seem to have a good effect 


HENRI MOISSAN. 


-on sore throats and are recommended for preventive purposes 
for adults and children alike. 

Dr. Marmoreck, a young Austrian who has long been con- 
nected with the Paris Pasteur Institute, has sent in his resig- 
nation. The Institute refused to morally endorse his new 
anti-tuberculosis serum until its efficiency is more fully proved, 
-while M. Marmoreck is confident as to its results. 

The matter created a good deal of interest at the Academy 


of Medicine. 
FOREIGN SCIENTIFIC HONORS 


have fallen to a distinguished French chemist and a well-known 
French pharmacist. M. Henri Moissan, the recipient of the 
Hofmann Medal at the Berlin International Congress of Ap- 
plied Chemistry, was for many years Professor of Toxicology 
at the Paris School of Pharmacy. He will be familiar to 
American readers as the French delegate to the Princeton 
sesquicentenary celebrations a few years ago, and to the 
“man in the street” as the pioneer of the electric furnace 
and the maker of artificial diamonds. A press campaign has 
been recently raised on this latter subject, M. Moissan being 
challenged by a French chemist to produce diamonds in the 
presence and under the control of a scientific jury. Whether 
this is anything more than a mere personal attack remains to 
be seen. 

The Hanbury Medal for 1903 was voted by the Pharma- 
ceutical Society of Great Britain to M. Eugéne Collin, a dis- 
tinguished French pharmacist. He served behind the counter 
at Verdun and at Colombes from 1871 to 1888 and now lives 
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in retirement at the latter town (a suburb of Paris). He 
wrote the work on “ Simple Drugs” published in 1894-5, in col- 
laboration with M. G. Planchon, and has made valuable con- 
tributions to the microscopic study of materia medica. He 
is still interested in a Paris patent medicine firm. 

Prof. Adolph Carnot, who was raised to the dignity of Of- 
ficer of the Legion of Honor last year, teaches chemistry at the 
School of Mines, and is brother to the murdered President of 
the French Republic. A curious incident took place at this 
School of Mines lately; some of the French crown jewels 
(pearls, etc.), handed to the school when they were depressed 
in 1887, being offered for sale, to raise funds to fit up new 
chemical and other laboratories. 


THE DEATH ROLL OF 1903 


was not a heavy one in the ranks of French chemists and 
pharmacists, though M. Nocard, the Pasteurian veterinary 
bacteriologist and Director of the College at Alfort died in 
May. Mr. T. P. Hogg, who died at Mentone about the same 
epoch, was the oldest English pharmacist in Paris. He was 
born in Derbyshire in 1814 and came over to France in 1840; 
went through the regular curriculum and examination at the 
Paris School of Pharmacy, and opened his officine in the rue 
Castiglione (opposite the Hotel Continental) in 1849. This 
was, of course, in the time of the short lived “Second Re- 
public.” In 1852 the Second Empire was established and for 
the next 18 years the brilliant Court of Napoleon III drew 
wealthy and titled tourists to Paris, and the pharmacy, situated 
in the centre of the hotel quarter, flourished accoraingly. In 
1871 came the Commune, when barricades barred this street 
and residents had an exciting time, the yendome Column, a 
mere stone’s throw from the pharmacy, being pulled down. 
But governments came, and governments went, and Mr. Hogg’s 
pharmacy continued; nay, more, his son (Dr. W. Douglas 
Hogg), “ moving westward ” like all progressists, opened an es- 
tablishment of his own in the Champs-Eiysées. Mr. T. P. 
Hogg practically introduced cod liver oil in France as a medic- 
ament. He kept up the best traditions of pharmacy and had 
an excellent clientéle, headed by H. M. Edward VII, who was 
a customer of Mr. Hogg’s long before he ascended the British 
throne. 





Toxic Properties of Quillaia. 


A communication from an English physician is 
printed in a recent-issue of the Chemist and Druggist, in 
which attention is called to the danger attached to the 
use of the extracts of soap bark and senega as emulsi- 
fying agents. The writer says: 

A lecture was delivered this week before the Therapeu- 
tical Society at Apothecaries’ Hall by Dr. R. B. Wild on “ The 
Pharmacology of the Saponins,” in the course of which the 
lecturer demonstrated the fact that quillaia bark possesses ex- 
tremely powerful toxic effects on the heart. So readily is the 
effect produced by the weakest solutions of this drug on the 
excised heart of the frog, a quantity as minute as one part of 
sapotoxin in 100,000 of water can be detected by the physio- 
logica! test. Dr. Wild rather startled his audience by inforin- 
ing it that some dispensers are in the habit of using tincture of 
quillaia in place of mucilage in bismuth-mixtures, and that in 
consequence the prescriber sometimes finds the mixture pro- 
duces gastric irritation, instead of allaying it. The meeting at 
once recognized a possible danger in this reprehensible prac- 
tice, if it really exists, as we were assured it does. It was also 
stated that quillaia is employed in emulsifying oils, such as cod- 
liver oil preparations. My object in asking you, sir, to publish 
this note is that pharmacists may be made aware of the potency 
of this drug on the heart-muscle, and if it be the fact that both 
in medicines for internal exhibition and in articles of food this 
dangerous drug finds a place, those who are responsible for its 
use may be made aware of the risk they run. 





An Ancient Egyptian Pharmacy. 


Rheindt of Bucharest, publishes in the Bulletinul asociatiunei 
generale a corpului farmaceutic din Romania an address of an 
exhaustive nature, comprising all that we now know concern- 
ing the pharmacy of the civilization of the ancient Orient. 
The author has among other things described the traveling 
pharmacy or, as some hold, the toilet case of the Queen Mentu- 
hotep, dating from about the year 3000 B. C. As a matter of 
fact the case embraced some of the attributes of both the 
toilet case and of the pharmacy. The principal contents of 
the case were in the line of cosmetics, the indications being 
that Mentuhotep was as much devoted to cosmetics as was her 
more celebrated successor Cleopatra, some, 2000 years later. 
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Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 








Cyanogen Method Requires Caution.—We continue 
to receive letters from subscribers regarding the recent 
notes in this department on methods of exterminating 
fleas. In our last issue we gave an account of the method 
devised by C. L. Marlatt, one of the entomologists of 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture, which provided 
for the use of cyanogen gas, obtained by the action of 
sulphuric acid on potassium cyanide. In printing this 
we took it for granted that pharmacists would know 
enough to warn users against the danger to human or 
animal life from the inhalation of the fumes, but a corre- 
spondent has taken us to task for this neglect. He says: 
“T notice in the AMERICAN DRUuGGIST, on page 334, you 
give a method for killing fleas by cyanogen gas. I am 
sure it will kill the fleas, but what about the horrible 
death which will come to the man, woman, child, dog, 
cat, or other animal that happens to get a whiff of the gas. 
Don’t you think it would have been better to have in- 
troduced a cautionary note? Some clerk in a photo- 
graphic establishment may furnish to a customer, who 
is troubled with fleas and cockroaches, the chemicals 
for getting rid of the fleas, and you can easily see that 
some enterprising boy with a tendency to experiment, 
might take hold of this and kill fleas all right, and possi- 
bly his grandmother, mother, or the family cat.” 

Our correspondent is right, a word of caution should 
have been appended to our note regarding the possible 
dangers from this method of exterminating fleas. It 
should not be employed unless the building, house or 
apartment has been previously emptied of its human or 
animal occupants, and the house should be well aired 
before they return. 

Dispensing Queries.—C. A. B. sends a batch of 
queries regarding the best methods of compounding the 
accompanying prescriptions: 


(1) Resorcin....... AA Di 
Betanaphthol. .. } ° ae 
Oe MMMM Sei awa 6 le so 6) a-L6 0. Siceice 9 ad, 0. ye 09 HALO e 9 eyes fl. 3i 
RI e NMA ig 5 Gig A SiG Sid asin ¥ NaW.6: 4609) 9:010:08 90 60 0d fl. 3i 
Sty aNd 55 a i500 0. 900 6 os Sin: Sbtb Ei o 9 BE fl. 5ij 
MN RS ON a a cin sins 3.9 054 4 SyselO RR Oe. Ws 6 CAE Vere SIS fl. Ziv 


In connection with the foregoing formula our corre- 
spondent puts some general questions in regard to the 
use of antiseptics in hair tonics. Among other things 
he asks why ether is used in some hair tonics and if full 
strength alcohol is injurious to the hair. 


Copp URS I Arn rer oe IA Pork ae Le a 3i 
ey ENING os 5S ols Sins 5 als We ek Kole Re cease eae nme 
ATEN: MOMENI 50's n 5.0 rae GPU Ob > sw eo aie upereietaan tans 3i 
PRI SEBS ids dees ecsse aad Ware ns eee 6 ot aoc ay eels aE 


(3) What chemical change takes place in the follow- 


ing. If ferric acetate were formed wouldn’t the solution 
be red? 


pe Py te ol) | a a Peeps Cer ras, 
SS Ee ar rer tues emer ts 3ss 
ol RGIS are A eat Diner oar epee a ere 38s 
pO REY PES PERE oT eae ee eer eee 3xvi 
(4) How should the following be massed: 
NR Se isis Sig PR ieee 08 Via So baNdeeeea 4 gr. xij 
NR OS ER LOE CeCe Le eC OTE TET | 
MMR OND) yon 6A meio al SW S646 dil Ws 0 eee * Ixxij 
Div. in capsul. 24. 

eR URN OIE 0:00. wi wiieie 0-4; 0:46.60: 0iig [4:01 0 c0 4 dur ee 3ij 
OUI AAs es on Dd sgh 0 AG Ad. 430.546 0.4. 40:40 F0a"9 gr. xxiv 


M. ft. Fill in capsules No. xxv. 






(6) Strych. sulph. ........occccececccncccccccsseces Pe ee 
Quinin. bisulph........... cc cece ces cccoccces er.. ix 


M. et fiat mass. Div. in caps. 20. 


(1) Obviously the best method of dispensing this 
prescription will be to dissolve the resorcin and beta- 
naphthol in the tincture of cantharides and the castor oil 
in the alcohol. The two solutions should then be mixed 
and the quantity of water necessary to bring the bulk 
up to 3iv, added slowly with frequent shaking. Ether 
is used in some hair preparations for the purpose, we 
suppose, of dissolving the fatty secretion which some- 
times collects around the hair follicles, and, hardening, 
causes obstruction whereby the hair is deprived of its 
natural fat and dies. Betanaphthol, resorcin and similar 
antiseptics are employed principally for their antiseptic 
action. The constant application of strong alcohol to 
the scalp would certainly be injurious. 

(2) In this mixture the asafetida is “salted out” 
of the aqueous solution of sodium bromide and a satis- 
factory mixture is only obtainable by the addition of a 
little mucilage of acacia. The mixture is a somewhat 
concentrated one, but if the sodium bromide be dis- 
solved in water 5i and sufficient mucilage of acacia be 
taken to make up the bulk of the mixture, a fairly pre- 
sentable prescription may be turned out. The tincture of 
asafetida should be incorporated with the mucilage before 
adding the tincture of valerian and this mixture should 
in turn be added to the solution of sodium bromide, first 
formed. 


(3) If the ferrous sulphate be pure and unoxidized, 
no reaction whatever should take place. But the ordi- 
nary iron sulphate, as found in the druggists’ shop 
bottles, is usually slightly decomposed, the ferric salt 
being constantly formed on the surface, and in this case 
the addition of acetic acid to a solution of such a salt 
would result in the formation of a slight amount of 
ferric acetate, which would impart a red color to the 
solution, varying in intensity from a yellow red to a 
dark red, according to the dilution. It is quite likely 
that a mixture of the kind here formulated would de- 
velop color on keeping, owing to the oxidizing action 
of the magnesium sulphafe on the ferrous salt. 

(4) Our correspondent has neglected to state the 
quantity of balsam of Peru, which is intended to be used 
here, but the character of the prescription would seem 
to call for the use of some inert powder, sufficient, if 
gr. Ixxij of the balsam of Peru is intended, to make 
a 10-grain capsule. The iodoform and pepsin should 
be rubbed up together with the requisite amount of 
absorbent powder, say powdered althea, and the balsam 
of Peru incorporated slowly to form a mass. 


_ (5) We see nothing to call for special comment in 
this prescription. Ammonol is a_ proprietary prepara- 
tion, of whose composition we are ignorant, but as it is 
a powder, we think the two substances could be rubbed 
up together and filled in capsules as a dry powder, 

(6) The same remarks apply to this prescription ; ex- 
treme care will, of course, have to be taken to insure the 
complete diffusion of the strychnine sulphate through 
the quinine bisulphate. It might be well to first prepare 
a trituration of sugar of milk with strychnine sulphate 
of a strength of say 10 per cent., and use an equivalent 
amount of this trituration for incorporation with the 
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quinine in order to insure thorough division of the 


strychnine. 





BUSINESS BUILDING. 





This Department is devoted exclusively to the discussion of ways 
and means of increasing the pharmacist’s business. The 
Department Editor will be glad to answer promptly all ques- 
tions pertaining to advertising, to criticise advertisements, 
suggest improvements, and advise upon plans and schemes. 


THE NEW YEAR. 


66 "THERE is no sentiment in business,” is one of those 
old-time trade adages that was true in its day, 
but is palpably untrue at the present time. 

Things have changed in the commercial world since 
the above adage was formulated. There is a whole lot 
of sentiment in business to-day, and the business man 
who gives to his advertising the added grace of a little 
touch of sentiment now and then, is a wise advertiser. 

In the first advertisement published in 1904 it is a 
proper and graceful act to drop business for the moment 
and use the customary advertising space to send a New 
Year’s greeting to one’s patrons and friends. 

The “ Greeting to Our Friends and Patrons,” shown 
in group No. 1, on this page, is a good form of New 
Year’s ad. 

After giving the customary greeting and passing 
the compliments of the season, it gives a common sense, 
manly talk about the pharmaceutical service and business 
methods of this establishment that has the ring of hon- 
esty and truth. The ad. impresses one with the idea 
that this is the kind of drug store we should like to trade 
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at, a clean, first-class, up to date, knows its business 
drug store. Good as this ad. is, we think it might be 
improved by including in the first paragraph a few 
words of thanks to customers for their favors during the 
past year. 

The compliments of the season, with its ornament of 
holly sprays in the upper left corner of group No. 1, is 
a heading clipped from an ad. of another line of business. 
This would make a graceful style of heading for a 
New Year’s greeting, the old English letters being well 
adapted for such an announcement. The holly sprays is 
a stock ornament and will be found in most print shops. 

The “Rubber Goods,” “Chapped Hands” and 
“Progressive Euchre” ads. in this group are all good 
examples of retail drug advertising in the weekly news- 
papers of the smaller towns. The stories are well told 
and the type display is good. When a country weekly 
does give attention to the display composition of its 
advertising columns its advertisements are away ahead 
of those in the great majority of dailies. The best ex- 
amples of type display usually come from country 
weeklies. 

The advertisement of “ ’s Drug Stores,” which 
appears in the lower left-hand corner of group No. 1, 
is an example of the “ standing ad,” or “card,” as it is 
called in newspaper parlance, and in the smaller papers 
usually has “tf” in very small type in the lower corner 
of the space it occupies in the paper. This is the printer’s 
mark, “ till forbid,” meaning that the ad is to appear in 
every issue of the paper until the advertiser stops it— 
forbids it. Good advertising is an investment—a business 
builder—but advertising of this sort is an expense—a 
dead drag upon a business. 

Those who advertise in this fashion are usually the 


, 











We extend to our Friends and Patrons cordial wishes for 
A Merry Christmag 
A Happy and Prosperous New Year 


y 










GRANTING 
To Our Friends and Patro 







ALL-RUBBER 
RUBBER GOODS. 


We buy our 
goods at frequent inter- 


ya Chapped Hands, 


0. 
sult DINLUS uliuyse.ct uw souk, are the result of exposure to the 
etry, cool air of winter. Harsh soaps are acontributing cause 
and also an aggravation of the trouble. Not, necessarily, im- 
pure soaps, but strong soaps. Full of strong alkali that washes 
laway the hatural oil which keeps the skin soft and flexible. 
eq. Prevention and Treatment? Use'good, mild soap: 


dred, roughened, tender skin, so dry and brittle that it cracks 










s—a little after washing the hands'each time, and a liberal 
jlication at bed time; covering the Hands with thin gloves at 
ht. ‘ 

One remedy will not suit all skins, 
suit all cuticles and conditions. 






rabber We make a number 


ite ; vale direct from the manu- 's Glycerine Lotion. .25c bottle. 
Wishing them a bright and prosperous New Year, we bess? facturers. We do this for 2 eS — 25¢ — 
a continuance of their favors. three reasons, '. Witch a Jelly 3 nang 
We will not here indulge in a lot of “highfalutin” aoe want reliable 's Violet Jelly. . 20¢ tube. 
about our plans for the coming year To those who } 8 2, We want fresh goods. 's Cold Cream .... . 15¢ pot. 
given.us their patronage, the past isa guarantee of the fut? § we want to save all ’s Antiseptic Ointment 5c pot. 


We will continue to offer a high-class pharmaceutical ser 
and fair and square business dealing, giving, always, 
value for value received, a dollar’s worth for every dollar. 

To those who have not yet patronized us, we wis 
say that we offer the best drug store service to be found 
where, even in the high-class city pharmacies. 


tomers, 


bought. 


with THE BEST; Better cannot be had. 9 


the cost wecan for cus- 


Rubber goods of inferior 
quality are about the dear- 
est articles that can be 
Here you get 
wher . . grades of assured reliabil- 
Our prescription department is equipped and stoc¥ ity, you know they are 

> fresh, and you get them at 





gressive Euchre! 


Ne have just received a large consignment of the U. 
ng Card Co.’s goods, and, as this is the height of the 
sive Euchre season, we interrupt our serial story of 
to tell you about them. 

tverything for Card Parties. 


oe © : nable 
; . Our working methods include a modern double-ché —_ ee U. S. Playing Cards: 
ing system that insures against error or substitution. N Syringes, hot water bot- ” “Tiger” - 
but Registered Pharmacists handle prescriptions. tles, : gg po “Bicycle” ad 
AVE: your poctor ‘TevkPrione {fT Prescriptions. g — cy and sichs00m @) cach pack con- |Gilt edge “Bicycle” sae 
YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS TO Ww ‘ ith 2 Euchre Decks 25¢|“Trophy Whist” 35¢ 
Dru é h armacy, arm up with ress” 50¢ arrow whist cards. 





9 
§ Stores) Grip Breakers 


hot drinks. 


“Congress” playing cards are the highest grade of 
iade and come wath bi hly decorated fine art ere in 
beautiful designs. ey are the cards that are so wide-. 











We've got the little taliet that 4 Os gountain is as well 


ertised in img magazines. 
were: Tally Cards at Se, 1h 


0th and Pac'fic Sts. 6th and Hickory ||, 2 g(t @ box ’ 
Cor King il and Missoari Avenoes | 6 Drug Storfehee Minette 
REGISTERED DRUGGISTS. BROWN s ug sl fn a Suite Panchen, see ei 
STAMPS. Our Hot Cocoa, y, 9 SOC. 


ANYTHING DELIVERED ANYWHERE 


“Jap.” Napkins, with car design, soc per 100. 


























then Death Is on Your Trail Prescriptions 
A SPECIALTY. 


Washington Street Pharmacy 


JORN KERWIN, Proprietor, 
16 Washington Street. 


| arwhite Pine Syrup for colds. 





Don’t Forget that 


FENTON’S 





DRUG STORE 
Ia h DR protect you. Telephone v A new, good and powerf Salt 
acd wo will call and get your physician, Cough Remedy is here- 
prescriptions and compov: by offere d. 


Pure Drugs 


carefully, and to the letter of what you 
doctor calle for. 
SOOCSH OSS OSSESEVECreredeL 


SOAP SUDS 


One ‘bar will make enough to 
a 7 a whole block 
We have just received 


ONE ‘TON 


f that pure, green ~ STILE 
SOAP that has of late made our 
store so famous. 

Our price, one-half pound bar, 
including an imported Turkish 
wash rag, for 10c, 


Remember the flage, 


‘Rubber 


To your relative, friend, or ac- ‘Sponges 
quaintance, sutfe ring from any | 

kind of a cough, you will be 

doing a far better turn than to “Brushes 
me—by advising the use of this 
strong mixture, 


Do not let your druggist t 
you into taking some- |Mats 
thing else, 
He does not know how good = 
this is. 
Insist on getting it,and, faith.’ 
fully used, you'll thank me 


we 


ASK FOR 





Red lable—adults, Green lable — 
children. 25c. per bottle. 


older generation of business men, men who established 
their business and reputation, before they had any active 
competition in their line or locality, businesses that have 
“grown up with the town,” with little or no personal 
effort on the part of the owners save close attention, 
sterling honesty and management along conservative 
lines. Sometimes advertising of this kind is contracted 
for because it is solicited by the newspapers and the 
expense is looked wpon as the price of “ keeping solid ” 
with the paper. Or, it may be placed with a vague idea 
of “ keeping one’s name before the public.” 

When one hires advertising space it seems foolish to 
let it go to waste. That space is a field—more or less 
fertile, according to the circulation of the paper—and 
the sensible thing to do is to cultivate it, plant it with 
good advertising seed and raise big crops of customers. 
Just putting up a sign to the effect that “John Smith 
Owns This Field,’ won’t pay even rent or taxes. 

The ads in group No. 2 are mostly of the “ how-not- 
to-do-it ” kind. 

Those in the upper right and left corners are inex- 
pressibly bad. “ Death” is a word that should be ex- 
punged from the vocabulary of the doctor and the 
druggist. You cannot scare up business with scare- 
head advertising; on the contrary, it will scare it away. 

“When Death is on Your Trail” you may not forget 
to go to “F ’s drug store,” but until then you will 
trade at his competitor’s, Mr. Brown’s, where every one 
seems alive and everything bright and cheerful. 

The ‘“ Bath Goods” ad, with its cut of sea shore 
bathing appeared on the 1oth of this month, in a news- 
paper published in a Rocky Mountain town. It seems 
almost as unseasonable as a sticky fly paper ad at this 
time. The time to sell bathroom supplies begins and ends 
with warm weather. 
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Bron 
Woe 


Bath 
Publi Note FOOUS 


Well! Well! Well! : 
We have been so busy that we have our Choic 
not x had unne to change our ad. 

Don't let that grippy cold run too 
jong, but try a both of our of a Dru Stor 
Horehound and Wild Cherry g 
a5 Cen May a. ‘termine ‘the 
Then remenber a hat we are the Que: stion of : 
e Balm, 25¢ per bottle 
1d Soda, all flavors, sc. Health 
Ihe newest upaks at Se, 
she rat nenroner Sickness 
°° Death 


_ Bath Straps 


Gs DE ae 




















Let ns fill your Prescriptions, We 
, Are in constant tuuch with the best 
sources of supply. 
GraAnates iu Pharmacy fill all 


PRESCRIPTIONS, 
Carefully, with strict orders 
never to snugtitute or use 
unreliable ingredients nadeq 
ony circumstances :;": 


COUGH ING 
TIME 
IS 


3 | COMING 
DE BY SIDE, 


nave kept step with Time and 

4 much as we move onward. j 
thing new that is good and 
4 _ will be found in this stock of 




















You should lay in a supply o. 
TAMARACK COUGH BALSAM 
80 that as soon as the children 
or anybddy else in the family 
, begin to cough, you. can give 


n DIGS them @ dose of this splendia 


re sewer faila to cure 














Whatever his ability as a cough cure compounder, 
Mr. Grom, the proprietor of O-See-Bee-Gee, is certainly 
a master hand at compounding letters. 

“Side by Side” is a curious syndicate cut that seems 
unaccountably popular, we have seen it in a dozen papers 
from all parts of the country. The ad shown here oc- 
cupied 6 inches, single column, enough to tell a long 
and interesting story about some feature of the business 
or article in stock. 

“ Coughing Time is Coming” is a ready-made ad 
that has also been widelycirculated. It’s not so bad at 
you can’t sell cough cure until the cough arrives; first 
you can’t sell cough cure until the cough arrives, first 
get your cough, etc. 

Ai. Orr, 


Che Druggists’ Calendar of Ad Topics. 
JANUARY. 


Beginning of the Sickly Season. 
New Year’s Greeting, 
Cough Cures, 
Throat;Tablets and Troches, 
Cold Cure Tablets, 
Cod Liver Oil, 
Liniments and Salves, 
Chilblain Lotions, 
Gargles and Sprays, 


Supplies for Card Parties, 

Floor Wax, 

Chest Protectors and Vests, 

Hair Insoles, 

Corn Cures, 

Hypophosphite Preparations and 
other Tonics, 

Prescriptions, 


Atomizers, Left-over Holiday Goods, 
Hot Water Bags, Marked Down Sale. 
Hot Soda, 


Diseases of the air passages become increasingly 
prevalent this month— catarrhal affections, cold, pneu- 
monia, grip, sore throat, diphtheria, etc. Keep a supply 
of antitoxin and a cylinder of oxygen gas on hand. 
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CHLORAL DUTIABLE AS AN ALCOHOLIC 
PREPARATION. 


Decision of Great Importance to Importing Druggists— 
All Chemicals in the Preparation of which Alcohol 
Has Been Used Must Pay a Duty of 50 Cents a 

Pound. 


A decision of much importance to importers of medicinal 
preparations was rendered last week by the Classification Board 
of the United States General Appraisers. The opinion, written 
by Judge Henderson M. Somerville and concurred in by other 
members of the board, states that importers of such prepara- 
tions must give positive proof that no alcohol was used in the 
manufacture of preparations; otherwise the latter will be 
classified as alcoholic medicinal preparations. The decision 
was made on a protest filed by the firms of T. M. Bowman & 
Co., the Mallinckrodt Chemical Works and the Henry Heil 
Chemical Company, against the action of the Collector of Cus- 
toms at this port. 

The drugs involved in the controversy were salol and chloral 
hydrate, which the collector had assessed for duty at 55 cents 
a pound under the provisions of paragraph 67 of the present 
tariff law. This paragraph provides that all preparations con- 
taining alcohol or in the preparation of which alcohol has been 
used shali be dutiable at 50 cents a pound. The importers pro- 
tested against the drugs being classified under this paragraph. 
claiming that the articles were properly dutiable at 25 per 
cent. ad valorem as alkalies or alkaloids, under paragraph 3 of 
the tariff. 

A similar case was decided in favor of importers of such 
preparations in the United States Circuit Court some time ago, 
but that decision, it will be recalled, was reversed by the Court 
of Appeals. The latter held that while the drugs were medi- 
cinal preparations which contained no alcohol as a component 
part, nevertheless alcohol was sometimes used in the manufac- 
ture of same, although it was not necessary. In the present 
case Judge Somerville based his ruling on that decision, no 
satisfactory proof having been given that alcohol had not been 
used in the preparation of the articles imported. 

In the United States Circuit Court last week Judge Platt 
rendered a decision on the customs protest of Merck & Co. 
relative to salol. The court decided that the preparation con- 
tained a minimum amount of alcohol atlowed in drugs to the 
class it belonged and was entitled to entry at a rate of duty 
lower than that assessed by the collector. It was assessed at 
the rate of 55 cents a pound. The importers appealed to the 
Board of United States General Appraisers, who decided in 
favor of the collector, overruling the importers’ claim for a 
duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem. The point raised was how 
much aiooies the drug contained or had been used in its prepa- 
ration. Paragraph 67 of the tariff provides that medicinal 
preparations containing alcohol, or in the preparation of which 
alcohol is used, 55 cents per pound, but in no case less than 25 
per cent ad valorem, shall be the duty assessed. The court 
decision was in favor of Merck & Co. 





Committees of the N. A. R. D. 


President B. E. Pritchard, of the National Association of 
Ietail Drugg)sts, has appointed the following as the standing 
committees for the convention years of 1903-1904: 


NATIONAL LEGISLATION: John G. Beck, Baltimore, Md.; J. C. Gal- 
lagher, Jersey City, N. J.: W. H. Gale, Chicago. Ill.; J. B. Sutton, 
Mobile, Ala. : H. B. Guilford, Rochester, N. Y.; J. Ferris Belt, Wilming- 
ton, Del. ; Ww. J. Bullock, New Bedford, Mass. : F. A. Snow, Topeka, 

B. Haymaker, Clarksburg, W. 


Kan.: V. H. Chastian, Milton, Ore.; F. 
Va. 

COMMERCIAL AND FRATERNAL RELATIONS: P. W. Vaughan, Durham, 
N. C.; Wm. McIntyre, to gn Pa.; Edw. Williams, Madison, 
Wis.: O. C. Bastian, South Bend, Ind.: J. C. Burton, Stroud, Okla. 


PHaArmMaAcy Law: Lewis C. Hopp, Cleveland, Ohio: A. H. Webber. 
Cadillac, Mich. ; F. ‘C. Godbold, New Orleans, La.; John K. Williams, 
Hartford, Conn.: Geo. M. Pederson, Harlem, Iowa 

ForM OF ORGANIZATION : Geo. D. Case, Milledgeville, Ga. Oe J. -“ 
Ormsbee, Springfield. Mo. ; A. D. Smith, Manchester, 4 H. ; 
Parr, Spokane, Wash.; Geo. B. Williams, Albuquerque, N. _. 

AUDITING: Edw. L. Baldwin, San Francisco, Cal. : 
pene ia - I.: H. C. Groves, Ocala, Fla. ; 
Maine: F. Stickles, Mellette, 8. D. 

es enaeskeneers F. E. Wolcott, Indianapolis, Ind.; A. J. Schu- 
macher, St. Paul, Minn.; E. R. Sparks, Burlington, N. J.; C. A. Willen- 
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Ernest G. Swift, Detroit, Mich., 


The newly elected general manager of Parke, Davis & Co. 


At a special meeting of the Board of Directors of the Cor- 
poration of Parke, Davis & Co., held on December 17, Ernest 
G. Swift, heretofore manager of the Canadian business and 
laboratory of the corporation, was elected to the position of 
general manager, to succeed the late Wm. M. Warren, whose 
death was reported in the AMERICAN Drucaist for Nov. 23. Mr. 
Swift is a native of Rawben, Quebec, and is now forty-two 
years of age. His first experience in pharmacy was gained 
With the firm of Lyman, Clare & Co., predecessor of the present 
firm of Lyman, Sons & Co., jobbing druggists of Montreal. After 
spending five years in the employ of this house he took the 
four years’ course at the Montreal College of Pharmacy, serv- 
ing meanwhile in a retail drug store. Graduating from this 
institution in 1883, Mr. Swift entered the laboratories of Parke, 
Davis & Co. of Detroit, gradually rising through the positions 
of assistant foreman in the finishing department, foreman of 
the capsule and gelatin coating department and purchasing 
agent to that of assistant superintendent. In 1892 he was 
made manager of the Canadian business with a laboratory 
and offices at Walkerville, Ont., immediately across the river 
from Detroit. Here he was necessarily thrown to a large ex- 
tent upon his own resources, but proved eminently well fitted 
for the task set him, rapidly building up the Canadian business 
during the eleven years that he has had entire charge of it, until] 
that branch is the most important of the branch establishments 
of the firm. During his term as manager of the Canadian busi- 
ness, Mr. ‘Swift has had entire charge of every department of 
the business in that territory, including the management of 
the Walkerville laboratory, where some three hundred persons 
are employed, and has had full power over the buying, selling 
and advertising and over the traveling staff throughout the 
Dominion of Canada. His service there has therefore been the 
best possible school in which to train him for the still larger 
duties and more important tasks which now fall to him as 
general manager of the entire business of Parke, Davis & Co. 
The remarkable record in building up and expanding the busi- 
ness made by his predecessor, the late lamented Mr. Warren, 
has set a standard which jt would be most creditable to Mr. 
Swift to live up to, and to excel which would require a rare 
combination of ability and training, and such a combination 
Mr. Swift is believed by his colleagues to possess. 

At the same special meeting Frank G. Ryan was chosen to 
fill the place on the Board of Directors made vacant by the 
death of manager Warren. The honor involved in this action 
will be realized when it is stated that Mr. Ryan is the only man 
in the house outside of the officers of the corporation—the 
President, General Manager, Secretary and Treasurer—who 
bas a seat on the board. That he is deserving of the tribute 
these know best who knew him most intimately. Coming to 


Parke, Davis & Co. four years ago, after a service of thirteen 
years in the faculty of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, 
he has attained a success as chief pharmacist. with supervision 
of the varied manufacturing interests of the plant. which speaks 
volumes for his ability, 


character and executive force. 
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IMPORTANT RECOUPMENT DECISION. 


' Subsequent Accounts Cannot Be Held Up on Ground 
That Loss Has Been Sustained Through Sale of 
Goods Sold Before. 


The L. Rockefeller Company, retail druggists, of Engle- 
wood, N. J., attempted to meet a suit by McKesson & Robbins, 
wholesale druggists, New York, to recover the sum of $1600, 
balance due for drugs supplied during the quarter ending 
March, 1903, by a countersuit for damages on the ground that 
McKesson & Robbins had sold them cottonseed oil for olive 
oil, with the result that they had been prosecuted by the State 
Board of Health of New Jersey and fined for selling same. The 
cases came up for hearing before Judge Zabriskie, of the 
Hackensack County Court, N. J., on Tuesday, December 22, 
and resulted in favor of McKesson & Robbins, judgment 
being awarded for the full amount claimed, with interest and 
costs. 

In bringing their countersuit the Rockefeller Company 
claimed that they had suffered damage through loss of trade 
and the patronage of their local physicians, and consequent 
humiliation, this owing to the allegation made in their counter- 
suit that the plaintiffs had sold them cottonseed oil for olive 
oil. On the part of the plaintiffs it was denied that they had 
sold inferior goods, and dismissal of the counter claim was 
asked on the ground that an action for recoupment could not 
be maintained unless the inferior goods were part of the ac- 
count sued for. The Rockefeller Company admitted that the 
oil sold the State’s Inspector had been bought over a year prior 
to the sale thereof, and was not therefore a part of the account 
for which suit was brought for collection. After hearing the 
evidence Judge Zabriskie decided that the plaintiff’s claim was 
well founded and he dismissed the countersuit, giving judg- 
ment for the full amount claimed with interest and costs. 





AMERICAN TRADE-MARKS IN CUBA, 


Agitation for Reform of the Old Spanish Law— 
American Manufacturers Suffer—Great Injustice to 
Patentees and Manufacturers. 


Proprietary medicine men, as well as other American man- 
ufacturers who export goods to Cuba, are much interested in a 
movement just started to correct the abuses in the island ex- 
isting under the Cuban patent laws, and as set forth in a re- 
cent issue of the AMERICAN Druaeist. Some old Spanish laws 
it seems were retained in the new Republic. Among them is 
the patent and trade-mark law which permits the first comer 
to register a patent or trade-mark of any article. The applicant 
is not required to furnish proof of his right to the patent or 
trade-mark or of his financial responsibility. After a patent 
has been granted the patentee can have all imports ofthe pat- 
ented article seized by the Custom House officials and sent 
back to the port of exportation. The patentee does not even 
have to manufacture the article. 


AMERICANS MULCTED. 


Not a few American manufacturers have been compelled to 
pay large sums to these grafters before the latter would al- 
low the exports to enter Cuba. The Cuban Consul in this city 
has received many letters from manufacturers in all parts of 
the United States protesting against the practice of persons 
who use their trade-marks. Mr. Zayas, the Consul, however, 
knows of no present remedy, since the law protects the prac: 
tice and no relief can be had from the Cuban courts. About the 
only hope American manufacturers have’ of getting relief is 
through action by Congress, either in a special treaty or by 
amending the Cuban Reciprocity Treaty. 

One of the firms that has had trouble in this matter is the 
T. A. Slocum Company, of 98 Pine street, New York. They ex- 
ported a proprietary medicinal preparation to Cuba, and, they 
say, they had to pay a good, big sum for the privilege of sell- 
ing the article on the island. Thousands of dollars had been 
spent in advertising the preparation there, but the company for- 
got to register its trade-mark in Cuba. When the first cargo 
reached Havana, a man with a Cuban trade-mark of the rem- 
edy appeared, and demanded the seizure of the goods. They 
remained in the Custom House until this man had been “ seen.” 


PAINT, OIL AND VARNISH CLUB ACTS. 
This matter has been taken up by the Paint, Oil and Varnish 
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Club, whose Executive Committee last week adopted resolu- 
tions, as follows: , 

“ Whereas, ‘The experiences of the various firms exporting 
to Cuba have been brought to the attention of the club, and it 
is known that the law, or lack of law, on patents in Cuba per- 
mits unscrupulous pirates to steal the trade-marks and patents 
of manufacturers, it is 

“Resolved, To instruct Louis J. Drake, secretary of the 
National Association of Paint, Oil and Varnish Clubs of the 
United States, to request the co-operation of all the organiza- 
tions in getting their Representatives and Senators either to 
amend the Cuban Reciprocity Treaty or to have a new law 
passed for the protection of American manufacturers and mer- 
chants, as well as Cuban business men.” 





A POISON LAW FOR THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA. 


Provisions of Bill—Heroin Included by Name—Anti- 
Narcotic Clause Provided—Will Probably be Enacted 
at This Session of Congress. 


At this session of Congress an attempt is to be made to have 
House Bill 4837 favorably acted upon. Mahlon N. Kline, chair- 
man, of the Legislative Committee of the N. W. D. A., has the 
matter in charge, and a careful watch is to be kept on all leg- 
islation which in any way appertains to the drug trade. The 
bill has been introduced by Mr. Robinson, of Indiana, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. It is as 
follows : 


To REGULATE THE SALE OF POISONS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled: 


That it shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporarion to 
sell, furnish, or give away in the District of Columbia any cocaine or 
preparation containing cocaine or salts of cocaine, salts of morphine, 
or ia» gene containing morphine or salts of morphine, heroin, salts 
or heroin, or preparation containing heroin or salts of heroin, or any 
opium or preparation containing opium or any chloral hydrate or 
preparation containing chloral hydrate, medicinally pure carbolic acid 
or preparation containing medicinally pure carbolic acid, except upon 
the original order or prescription of a lawfully authorized practitioner 
of medicine, dentistry, or veterinary medicine, which order or pre- 
scription shall be dated and shall contain the name of the person 
for whom prescribed, or, if ordered by a practitioner of veterinary 
medicine, shall state the kind of animal for which ordered, and shall 
be signed by the person giving the order or prescription. Such order 
or prescription shall be permanently retained on file by the person, 
firm, or corporation who shall compound or dispense the article or- 
dered or prescribed, and it shall not be recompounded or dispensed 
a second time ‘except upon the written order of the original pre- 
scriber: Provided, That the above provisions shall not apply to 
preparations containing not more than two grains of opium, or not 
more than one-eighth grain of morphine, or not more than one-eighth 
grain of heroin, or not more than two grains of chloral hydrate, or 
not more than one-sixteenth grain of cocaine in the fluid ounce, or 
if a solid preparation one avoirdupois ounce, or to solutions of me- 
dicinally pure carbolic acid containing not more than two and one- 
half per centum of such acid: Provided further, That the above 
provisions shall not apply to preparations sold in good faith for 
diarrhoea and cholera, each bottletor package of which is accompanied 
by specific directions for use and a caution against habitual use, nor 
to liniments or ointments when plainly labeled “for external use 
only.” And provided further, That the above provisions shall not 
apply to sales at wholesale by jobbers, manufacturers, and retail 
druggists to retail druggists, hospitals, colleges, scientific and public 
institutions. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be unlawful for any person to sell or deliver 
to any minor under eighteen years of age, extept upon the written 
order of an adult, or to sell or deliver to any person any of the fol- 
lowing described substances, or any poisonous compound, combination, 
or preparation thereof, to wit: The compounds of and salts of antimony. 
arsenic, barium, chromium, copper, gold, lead, mercury, silver, and zine : 
the caustic hydrates of sodium and potassium, solution of water of am- 
monia, the concentrated mineral acids, oxalic and hydrocyanic acids 
and their salts, yellow phosphorus, Daris green, the essential oils of 
almonds, pennyroyal, tansy, and savin, croton oil, coal tar creosote, 
chloroform, chloral hydrate, cantharides, or any aconite, belladonna, 
bitter almonds, colchicum, cotton root, cocculus indicus, conium, can- 
nabis indica, digitalis, ergot, hyoscyamus, ignatia, lobelia, nux vomica, 
physostigma, phytolacca, strophanthus. stramonium, veratrum viride, 
or any of the poisonous alkaloids or alkaloidal salts derived from the 
foregoing, or any other poisonous alkaloids or their salts, or any 
other virulent poison not provided for in section one, except in the 
manner following: It shall first be learned, by due inquiry, that the 
person to whom delivery is made is aware of the poisonous character 
of the substance and that it is desired for a lawful purpose, and the 
box, bottle, or other package shall be plainly labele with the name 
of the substance, the word “ Poison,” date of sale, the name and 
address of the person, firm, or corporation dispensing the substance, 
and before delivery shall be made of any of the foregoing substances, 
csaepting solution of water of ammonia and sulphate of copper, there 
shall be recorded in a book kept for the purpose the name of the 
article, the quantity delivered, the purpose for which it is alleged to 
be used, the date of delivery, the name and address of the purchaser, 
and the name of the dispenser, which book shall be preserved for at 
least three years, and shall at all times be open to hom eggs by the 
proper officers of the law: Provided, That the foregoing provisions 
shall not apply to articles dispensed upon the order of persons believed 
by the dispenser to be lawfully authorized practitioners of medicine 
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or dentistry or veterinary surgery: Provided further, That the record 
of sale and sr above mentioned shall not be required of manu- 
facturers and wholesalers who shall sell any of the foregoing sub- 
stances at wholesale to licensed pharmacists, but the box, bottle, or 
other package containing such substance when sold at wholesale shall 
be roe labeled with the name of the substance, the word “ Poison,” 
and the name and address of the manufacturer or wholesaler: And 
rovided further, That it shall not be necessary to place a poison 
abel upon nor to record the delivery of sulfid of antimony, or the 
oxid or carbonate of zinc, or of colors ground in oil and intended for 
use as paints, or calomel, paregoric, or other preparation of opium con- 
taining Jess than two grains of opium to the fluid ounce, nor in the 
case of preparations containing any of the substances named in this 
section wher a single box, bottle, or other package, or when the bulk 
of two ‘Suid ounces or the weight of two avoirdupois ounces does 
not contain more than an adult medicinal dose of such poisonous sub- 
stance. 

Sec. 3. That every proprietor or manager of a drug store or phar- 
macy shall keep in his place of business a suitable book or file, in 
which shall be preserved for a pericd of not less than three years 
the original of every prescription compounded or dispensed at such 
store or pharmacy. Upon request the proprietor or manager of such 
store shall furnish to the prescribing physician, or to the person 
for whom the prescription was compounded or dispensed, a true and 
correct copy thereof, and said book or file of original prescriptions 
shall at all times be open to inspection by duly authorized officers 
of the law. 

Sec. 4. That any person who shall knowingly violate any of the 
provisions of section one of this act shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction for the first offense shall be fined 
not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than fifty dollars, and upon 
conviction for the second offense shall be fined not less than fifty 
dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, and upon the third and all 
subsequent offenses shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor 
more than two hundred dollars and shall be imprisoned in the District 
jail for not more than six months. It shall be the duty of the grand 
jury to make presentments for violation of this section. 

Sec. 5. That whoever shall sell or deliver to any person any of 
the poisonous substances specified in section two of this act, without 
labeling the same and recording the delivery thereof in the manner 
prescribed in said section two shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not less than five dollars nor 
more than twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 6. That this act shall be in force from and after its passage, 
and all acts or parts of acts in conflict with this act shall be, and the 


same are hereby, repealed. 





The Alumni Club of the Chicago College of Pharmacy. 


The monthly meeting of the Alumni Club of Chicago College 
of Pharmacy was held at the rooms of the Chicago Drug 
Trade Club on December 2. C. N. Snow presided. The report 
of the committee appointed at the preceding meeting to draft 
resolutions regarding the decision of Patent-commissioner 
Allen in the case of the protest made by the committee of the 
National Association of Retail Druggists was received and 
the resolutions reported were unanimously adopted. The 
Chairman was instructed to send copies.of the resolutions to 
each congressman and senator from Illinois, as well as to the 
President. 

Frank EB. Fisk reviewed the November number of Merck’s 
Report. Considerable discussion was had on the extempora- 
neous preparation of absolute alcohol from strong alcohol. 
Mr. Thorburn reported that he had frequently tried the method 
of using dried copper sulphate and had failed to get an al- 
cohol stronger than 97 per cent. He had found that lime 
freshly ignited gave better results. 

W. D. Brenk reviewed the Western Druggist for November, 
With regard to the formula for syrup of calcium lacto-phos- 
phate proposed by C. H. LaWall, Professor Hallberg stated 
that the plan of. using the concentrated solution of the lacto- 
phosphate was an excellent one and would apply not only to 
this syrup but to other similar syrups. 

Professor Day gave an abstract of the original papers ap- 
pearing in the American Journal of Pharmacy for November. 

Mr. Sheblessy reviewed the AMERICAN Druscoist. In reply 
to a question concerning the practice of druggists in lending 
clinical thermometers to patrons, Mr. Sheblessy stated that the 
practice was a common one in his neighborhood and would 
be difficult to do away with except by the united action of the 
druggists of each district. 

A. D. Thorburn commented on the articles presented in the 
November number of the Druggists Circular. In connection 
with the editorial The Doctor’s Duty he stated that he had 
information, which he deemed reliable, to the effect that a 
“Phenacetin crusade” would soon be inagurated in Chicago. 

Professor Hallberg reported on the Journal of the American 
Medical Association, summarizing three papers on pharmacol- 
ogy read before the section on Materia Medica, Pharmacy and 
Therapeutics—viz: “Is Pharmacologic Action Determined Ly 
Chemical structure or by Physical Characters,” by A. R. 
Cushny; “The Relations Between the Pharmacologic Actions 
of Drugs and Their Therapeutic Indications,” by M. V. Tyrode, 
and “Research Problems of Pharmacology,” by Torald Soll- 
mann. The papers which appeared during the month of 
November were of unusual interest to pharmacists, especially 
the suggestions of Dr. Sollmann, relating to research, that 
a central laboratory should be established which could super- 
vise and correlate the work of independent investigators. In 
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that way only can the physiologic action of drugs on animals 
be compared with clinical observations and the best therapeu- 
tic deductions be drawn. 





VERMONT’S ANTI-TRADING STAMP LAW 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL, 


The Supreme Court of Vermont Declares Against the 
Anti-Trading Stamp Law. 


Burlington, Vt., December 22.—The anti-trading stamp law 
on the Vermont statute books has been declared unconstitutional! 
by the Supreme Court of the State through“ test case brought 
by R. B. Stearns & Co., druggists, in this city. A sale was 
recently made by the firm and trading stamps were given with 
the purchase. The stamps were then exchanged for goods of- 
fered by the firm issuing the stamps. The case was called to 
the attention of State’s Attorney Leary, who issued a com- 
plaint against the druggists, and the case went to the Supreme 
Court, where it was argued, the result being as above stated. 
The merchants throughout the State are arrayed against the 
trading stamp, and but few of the concerns in this city have 
gone into the scheme. 





BOARD OF PHARMACY SUBJECT TO CIVIL 
SERVICE LAW, 
The Treasurer of the New York State Board of 
Pharmacy a Fiscal Officer, and Salary Lists Must 
Be Approved by Civil Service Commissioner. 





Reference was made in our last issue to the communication 
which had been received by the New York State Board of Phar- 
macy from John A. Birdseye, the secretary of the State Civil 
Service Commission, with regard to placing the inspectors and 
other employees of the State Board under the jurisdiction of 
the Civil Service Commission. At a hearing before the com- 
mission at Albany on November 10, briefs in opposition to the 
contention of the Civil Service authorities were submitted by 
President Brundage, and it was finally agreed to refer the mat- 
ter to the Attorney-General of the State for a decision. At- 
torney-General Cunneen has just given his opinion, and he 
holds that the State Board of Pharmacy is a State board, and 
its members are public officers; that its appointees are subject 
to Civil Service regulations, and that its treasurer is a fiscal or 
disbursing officer, and that he cannot pay salaries, except in 
accordance with the provisions of the State civil service law. 

The opinion was written in reply to a communication from 
the commission, in which the following questions were asked: 

1. Are the State Board of Pharmacy and employees within the mean- 
ing of the constitution and section 2 of the civil service law? 

2. Are the disbursing officers of said board, fiscal or disbursing 
officers of ,the State within the meaning of section 19 of the civi! 
service law? 

THE OPINION. 

In his opinion the Attorney-General writes: “ It is contended 
that in view of the fact that the members of the board are not 
appointed by the Governor, but are elected by certain persons 
whose qualifications are specified, that they are not State offi- 
cers and cannot be held to come under the provisions of the civil 
service law and the constitution above quoted. An examination 
of the statute itself, I think, negatives such contention. 

“Tam clearly satisfied that the State Board of Pharmacy is 
a State board, and that the members are public officers. As 
they are elected, however, they are, of course, not subject to 
civil service rules and regulations, except so far as the same 
apply to elective officers. Their appointees are, however, in 
my judgment, State officers, and subject to the provisions of the 


civil service law. 
“THE REASONING 


applied in my recent opinion in reference to the State Board of 
Barber Examiners would, I think, be equally applicable to the 
case under consideration, and, therefore, I ain further of the 
opinion that the treasurer (or secretary with the authority and 
duties of treasurer) of the State Board of Pharmacy is a fiscal 
or disbursing officer of the State within the meaning of section 
19 of the civil service law, as there can be no question but that 
the money paid into the hands of the treasurer (or secretary 
with the authority and duties of treasurer) is the property of 
the State, no matter what it may, through its act of the Legisla- 
ture, direct to be done with such money.” 














AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


THE LEGISLATIVE OUTLOOK IN NEW YORK 
STATE. 


The Pre-requisite Clause—A Special Alcohol License 
—Another Anti-substitution Bill to Come Up— 
Pharmacy Board May Be Appointed by the Gov- 
er nor. 





Present indications are that the coming session of the State 
Legislature will be a very busy one for pharmacists. There is 
prospect of several measures being introduced, to say nothing 
of the unexpected bills which are almost certain to crop up, as 
they have in the past. Reference has already been made in 
these columns to some of the bills which will be introduced— 
namely, the “ prerequisite clause” bill, which will incorporate 
into the State pharmacy law a provision that a college educa- 
tion shall be necessary before an applicant can be examined by 
the State Board of Pharmacy. Another measure, previously 
referred to as likely to be introduced, will provide a $5 State 
alcohol tax for those who do not care to handle liquors, but 
who wish to sell alcohol. A new Bostwick-Dowling bill, aimed 
at substitution, will probably be introduced, as well as a bil! 
to abolish the present method of electing members of the State 
Board, and providing for their appointment by the Governor. 
The prerequisite bill will receive the support of pharmacists, 
for the State association is back of it and has indorsed it; in 
fact, it is a State association measure. All of the other meas- 
ures, with the possible exception of the alcohol bill, will precipi- 
tate a bitter fight. 


AN APPOINTIVE PHARMACY BOARD. 


There is a wide difference of opinion with regard to the 
proposition to have the Governor appoint the members of the 
State Board. Some favor the idea; others oppose it. If sucha 
bill were passed, its friends say, it would remove all friction 
over the election. The efficiency of the board would not be en- 
dangered, for the Governor would select members from names 
submitted to him by the different pharmaceutical associations, 
so that whatever his choice might be, the man selected would be 
competent to do the work. On the other hand, opponents of this 
method declare that politics would play too big a part in the 
makeup of the board, and might have an undue influence in 
the prosecution of the board’s work. For instance, as one of 
the present members expressed it, in the imposition of fines 
the board members might be blocked in carrying out the law 
as it should be through political threats of removal, etc., at the 
next election, etc. Among the prime movers in this undertaking 
are some of the pharmacists whose names adorn the Board of 
Pharmacy’s list of violators of the law. If these men appeal 
for a change in the manner of selecting the board, the records 
of the board will show them up, and that in itself, it is argued, 
would be sufficient to prevent any such bill from becoming law. 
It would be a mistake, however, for any to think that only 
those who have violated the law and have been caught at it 
are advocating such a bill or will be the only ones to back it. 
Some of the most prominent members of various pharmaceutical 
associations are strongly in favor of the plan. 





DRUG INCORPORATIONS DURING DECEMBER. 


Certificates of incorporation have been filed during the past 
month of the following new concerns: 

Boericke & Tafel, New York. Directors—F. A. Boericke and 
A. L. Tafel, Philadelphia, and G. H. Tafel, New York; capital, 
$6,000; object, to deal in drugs. 

The Brown Medical Company, Belfast, Me. Incorporators— 
Bertrand L. Moore (treasurer), Brockton, Mass.; William A. 
McKenzie (president), Lewis A. Brown, James A. Montefoire, 
G. A. Dunning, Belfast; capital, $25,000; object, to deal in 
proprietary medicines. 

The Consolidated Drug Company, New York. Incorporators 
—Victor M. Kagan, George W. French and Albert De Creng, of 
New York; capital, $100,000; object, to manufacture drugs. 

Eltinge & Schoonmaker, Kingston, N. Y. Incorporators and 
directors—John H. Eltinge, Clarence H. Schoonmaker, William 
S. Eltinge, of Kingston; capital, $40,000; object, to deal in 
drugs. 

The S. D. Devoe Mfg. Company, Syracuse, N. Y. Incorpo- 
rators and directors—Stephen D. Devoe, M. G. Bennett, Harry 
E. Devoe, of Syracuse ; capital, $30,000 ; object, to deal in drugs. 

fdgar BH. Howard Company, New York. Incorporators and 
directors—P. E. Howard and R. B. Livingstone, New York, 
and H. W. Freeman, South Orange, N. J.; capital, $5,000; 
object, to manufacture drugs. 


The Latoila Company, Augusta, Me. Incorporators—James 
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O’Shea, Holyoke, Mass.; Charles E. McCabe, Samuel A. Phil- 
lips, Hartford, Conn.; A. M. French, Winthrop, Me.; J. Berry 
and Joseph Williamston, Augusta; capital, $500,000; object, 
to deal in proprietary products. 

The R. H. Marks Remedy Company, New York. Incorpo- 
rators—R. H. Marks, F. M. Kimbark, William L. Waring, New 
York; capital, $10,000; object, to manufacture medicated ad- 
hesive plasters. 

The Mellor Mfg. Company, Jacksonville, Fla. Directors— 
M. Temple Taylor, A. H: West, Thomas A. Davis and A. Mel- 
drum; capital, $20,000; object, to manufacture camphor and 
by-products. 

The Prospect Pharmacy Company, East Orange, N. J. In- 
corporators—David Bingham, David 8S. Bingham, Frederick L. 
Palmer ; capital, $10,000; object, to deal in drugs. 

The Schaefer Chemical Company, Portland, Me.  Incor- 
porators—Clarence A. Hight, Brookline, Mass.; L. L. Hight, 
H. P. Sweetsir, M. G. Connellan, Portland; capital, $10,000; 
object, to deal in drugs and chemicals. 

The Vanderbeck Drug Company, Paterson, N. J. 
porators—John Y. Dater, Samuel O. 
H. Belcher ; capital, $50,000. 

The Yale Chemical Company, New York. Incorporators and 
directors—C. B. Currier, G. H. Fromann, EB. Lowe, New York; 
capital, $10,000; object, to deal in chemicals. 


Incor- 
Vanderbeck, jr., and W. 





Papers at the P. C. P. Meeting. 


Philadelphia, December 17.—The meeting on Tuesday after- 
noon, December 15, was a notable one on account of the im- 
portance of the papers presented, and was exceedingly well 
attended. Prof. Samuel P. Sadtler occupied the chair. 

The first speaker was Prof. John Uri Lloyd, of Cincinnati, 
who gave an address on the subject of The History of the 
Eelectic Resinoids and their Terminology. Professor Lloyd 
said that Prof. John King was the first one to attempt to es- 
tablish a nomenclature concerning a class of products that 
came into existence through his experimentation and influence. 
Professor King first called these substances “resins” to dif- 
ferentiate them from the alkaloids, and when the cry was for a 
single word, he uniformly used for them the termination “in” 
in contradistinction to the termination “ia”, which was then 
generally used for alkaloids. 

M. I. Wilbert gave an illustrated talk on the Early History 
of Medicine in America. He said that John Morgan was the 
founder of the first medical school in America, and was the 
first, and for many years, the only, practitioner in America to 
suggest and follow the practice of writing prescriptions and 
having his medicines dispensed by a qualified apothecary. 

Prof. Albert Schneider, of the California College of Phar- 
macy, sent a communication on Gardens of Medicinal Plants, 
in which he pointed out their value in the progress of pharmacy 
and medicine, and gave some suggestions as to how they may 
be established in the United States. 

Wm. W. B. Marshall, of the Smithsonian Institution, pre 
roe a comprehensive paper on the Production and Use of 

ocoa. 

Professor Kraemer exhibited some hides or so-called 
“Ceroons” used for packing Honduras sarsaparilla, which 
were received from Lehn & Fink, of New York; some 
specimens of ginseng received from Jacob Sutliff, P. D.; a 
large aquarium, presented by Whitall Tatum & Co.; and speci- 
mens of a Hercules beetle and Green Tiger beetle, which he 
had received from Louis Javier Guier, of Costa Rica, C. A. 





Roosevelt on Patents. 


In his recent message to Congress on the question of grant- 
ing patents to foreigners, Mr. Roosevelt gives evidence of hav- 
ing paid some attention to the N. A. R. D.’s petition for a re- 
vision of the patent laws. The passage in which the subject 
is mentioned follows: 


PATENTS TO FOREIGNERS. 


“In granting patents to foreigners the proper course for 
this country to follow is to give the same advantages to 
foreigners here that the countries in which these foreigners 
dwell extend in return to our citizens; that is, to extend the 
benefits of our patent laws on inventions and the like where 
in return the articles would be patentable in the foreign 
countries concerned—where an American could get a corres- 
ponding patent in such countries. ” 

Mr. Gallagher, of the Committee on National Legislation, 
believes that if.a law could be passed along the lines recom- 
mended by the President, it would be a step in the right direc- 
tion. 
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Fie, Mr. Lillard ! 
[From N. A. R. D. Notes.) 
BUSHW HACKING. 


During the civil war this term came to be applied to men 
who fought from ambush, who, fearing to engage in equal 
combat, skulked in swamps, underbrush and other convenient 
hiding places, and fired upon unsuspecting, therefore defense- 
less, persons. A bushwhacker was always a coward and, as 
such, despised, as he deserved to be. 

Just previous to the Washington convention of the N. A. 
R. D. Executive Chairman Jones received an anonymous letter 
in which his imagined shortcomings were held up to scorn, and 
the prophecy made that at the convention about to be held 
he, Jones, would be retired because his real character had 
been discovered and his just deserts would be meted out to 
him. To a man of refined sensibilities this sort of treatment 
is extremely trying, and Mr. Jones’ friends, whose name is 
legion, were justly indignant at the cowardly attack made upon 
him by a “ bushwhacker.” The foregoing incident has no direct 
connection with that which follows. 

The editor of the Practical Druggist for some reason best 
known to himself, doesn’t like the N. A. R. D. He has never 
had the courage to come out like a man and say so; but he 
has indulged, for a number of months past, in sneers and in- 
nuendoes directed against the present concerted movement to 
better the condition of the drug trade. 

The method employed is unique. Whenever the editor 
named feels impelled to vent his spleen upon the National As- 
sociation he writes out the stuff that is to be the medium of 
his attack and then looks up what he deems a suitable name to 
append to it, so that instead of being placed on the editorial 
page, where it belongs, it may appear in the “Correspondence 
Column.” Disregarding the use of names usually employed 
to conceal the identity of a writer, such as “ Junius,” “ A Sub- 
scriber,” “One Who Wants to Know,” or some similar cog- 
nomen, the editor of the Practical (!) Druggist looks in the 
street and avenue guide of his city directory, picks out the 
name of some thoroughfare not heretofore used for this ques- 
tionable purpose, and appends that to the prepared article, 
just as though some druggist doing business 1n the particular 
street selected had perpetrated the wrong, and was afraid to 
allow himself to be known. 

Notes has no intention of concealing longer its disgust with 
this species of bushwhacking, and it relies upon the fair-minded- 
ness of its readers to say whether or not it is justified in say- 
ing what it thinks of such underhandedness. 

In the December issue of the journal under consideration 
there is printed a characteristic article signed “Connecticut 
Avenue,’ from which we quote: 

Recently at Washington the famous tripartite plan was interred. 
Funera! expenses, $15,000; and the celebrated “‘ Miles Serial Number- 
ing” plan has just been laid away in New York at a cost of over 
$14,400. 

These funerals come high, but they are necessary, as they inc} 
dentally keep a few professionals who are giving their talents for the 
good of the retailer in a healthy and prosperous condition. 

If this article has any object (aside from voicing the spite 
of its author) it is to discredit the National Association and 
those who are prominently identified with it. It will be ob- 
served there is here no discussion of the wisdom or unwisdom 
of the action taken at Washington or at New York. The 
writer is too ignorant to discuss this subject intelligently—so 
he contents himself with sneering. There is no charge that 
the executive officers of the Association have not shown them- 
selves deserving of the confidence reposed in them, proving 
their worthiness in every test to which they have been sub- 
jected, however severe. The editor is shrewd enough not to 
run the risk of being denounced as a falsifier by thousands of 
men who know the truth. There is no pointing out here of 
duties left undone or of tasks performed indifferently—noth- 
ing of this kind—only sneers. 

We are not certain but that this sort of thing may appeal to 
a small element in the drug trade who are dissatisfied with 
everybody and everything, simply because’ all the ills from 
which they suffer have not been cured (in spite of their own 
inertness—their own failure to help the National Association 
to accomplish its mission), but it will not appeal to any man 
who looks beneath the surface and discovers there the true 
character of the attack upon the National Association. No 
fair-minded man has or can have any patience with bush- 
whacking. On the contrary. he must hold in contempt any 
publication that brings itself under suspicion of conduct so 
reprehensible. 

What the N. A. R. D. desires above all things is intelligent 
criticism. If its policies or its plans are wrong. it wants to 
change them; if its executive officers are unworthy of confi- 
dence, it wants to replace them with others who are deserving. 
But it seriously objects to being shot at from ambush. 
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Obituary. 


ROBERT C. C. WALKER. 

Robert Charles Cochran Walker, who died at his resi- 
dence, 1336 Walnut street, Philadelphia, on Saturday, December 
19, was a member of the firm of Powers & Weightman. Five 
years ago he was operated on for appendicitis, and has never 
been the same since. For a week Mr. Walker had been con- 
fined to his room with acute bronchitis, but nothing serious 
was anticipated until the day before his death, when he began 
to fail and sink rapidly. Mr. Walker was born in Cochranville, 

Chester County, Pa., 
of Scotch-Irish parent- 
age, on October 20, 
1838. He attended 
school at Easthamp- 
ton, Mass., and was 
graduated from the 
law schoo] of Harvard 
University with the 
degree LL.B. in 1858, 
and on October 20, 
1859, when 21 years 
old, was admitted to 
the Philadelphia bar. 
Very early in his ca- 
reer in Philadelphia 
he entered into polit- 
ical life and was elect- 
ed to City Councils, 
where he served for 
several years and for 
a time was chairman 
of the Finance Con- 
mittee. He was then 
appointed a member 
of the Commission on 
Public Buildings, but 
resigned in 1872, when he went abroad for two years. For 
several years he was owner and editor of the Saturday Even- 
ing Post. About 1879 he moved to Williamsport, Pa., and in 
1880 was elected to Congress, representing the Sixteenth Con- 
gressional District, serving one term and declining a renomi- 
nation. He was president of one of the national banks of 
Williamsport for several years, and was also connected with 
some of the more important enterprises of that active city. 
In 1893 he returned to Philadelphia and became a partner in 
the house of Powers & Weightman, manufacturing chemists, 
and continued as such until his death. 

Mr. Walker was fond of travel and made several voyages 
abroad, spending three months in Japan and China, and on one 
or two occasions made the journey around the globe. He was 
a man of great affability, cultivating the social side of life 
on all occasions and was connected with various social or- 
ganizations, and was much beloved for his many excellent 
qualities of mind and heart. 





Died. 


Borcer.—In New York, N. Y.,, on Monday, December 2 
Henry R. Borger, in the forty-third year of his age. 

Covert.—In Canastota, N. Y., on Thursday, December 
Eben B. Covert, in the fifty-eighth year of his age. 

Forp.—In Washington, D. C., on Thursday, December 
Stephen Calvert Ford, in the sixty-fourth year of his age. 

LinpsEY.—In New York, N. Y., on Sunday, November 29, 
Edson W. Lindsey, of Springfield, Mass., in the sixty-first year 
of his age. 

OcpEN.—In Riverton, N. J., on Wednesday, December 9. 
Edward H. Odgen, in the seventy-second year of his age. 

RevutTerR.—In Baltimore, Md., on Tuesday, December 8, Henry 
Reuter, in the fifty-first year of his age. 

Rogese.—In San Francisco, Cal., on Saturday, December 12, 
Dr. Charles H. Roese, in the thirty-sixth year of his age. 

SmitH.—In Chicopee, Mass., on Tuesday, December 1, War- 
ren Smith, in the sixty-seventh year of his age. 

Tomronrpe.——In St. Louis, Mo., on Monday, December 14. 
Charles W. Tomfohrde, in the forty-sixth year of his age. 

Tuayer.—In Providence, R. I., on Thursday, December 10, 
James F. Thayer. in the twenty-eighth year of his age. 

THAYER.—In Brooklyn, N. Y., on Sunday, December 13, Kate 
A. Thayer, widow of R. H. Thayer. 
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Louis A. Lotz has purchased Grimm’s Pharmacy, at Tinton 
and Hone streets, the Bronx. 


Owing to lack of a quorum there was no meeting of the 
Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association last Monday night. 


Wm. Lawton and John Considine, of the C. H. & H. A. 
Lawton Company, New Bedford, Mass., visited the local drug 
trade recently. 


J. F. Doring, formerly with the Manhattan Pharmacal Com- 
pany, is now with Otto Boeddiker, Sixth avenue and Fifty- 
fourth street. 


Dr. I. V. S. Stanislaus, director of the laboratories of the 
Hegeman Corporation, was married on November 28 to Miss 
Lillian B. Smith, of Brooklyn. 


A voluntary petition in bankruptcy has been filed by Fred- 
erick TF. Dall, of 702 Tremont avenue. The liabilities are 
$3,247, with nominal assets of $4,591. 


Chas. F. Scott, well known in Western drug circles, has 
resumed his former position as Western representative of 
McKesson & Robbins. 


The annual festivities and bowling match of the Retail 
Druggists’ Bowling Association will take place at Starr’s alleys 
on January 8. The person making the highest score will, as 
usual, have the choice of prizes offered. 


Magnus & Lauer, dealers in essential oils, this city, have 
been given the agency for the United States and Canada of the 
products of the Compagnie Moranne, manufacturers of chem- 
icals, and perfumers’, soap makers’ and druggists’ supplies. 


J. L. Hopkins & Co. have secured the services of Richard 
Hillier, who has been identified with the drug business for 
some 16 or 17 years. He is the son of the late James R. Hil- 
lier, who was a member of the firm of R. Hillier’s Sons. He 
will fill the position of buyer and confidential man. 


John P. Schmitt, formerly with J. R. Owens, 697 Myrtle 
avenue, has purchased the pharmacy of Jos. Mueller, at the 
corner of De Kalb and Nostrand avenues, Brooklyn. Mr. 
Mueller intends to abandon the drug business and go in for the 
development of 4 real estate business in which he is heavily 
interested. 


At the last regular monthly nreeting of the Drug Trade Sec- 
tion of the Board of Trade and Transportation a committee 
was appointed to draft suitable resolutions on the death of 
Wiiliam M. Warren. ‘The committee consists of John M. 
Peters, Col. E. W. Fitch and Thomas F. Main. An informal 
discussion of probable bills to be introduced at the next session 
of the Legislature was held, but no action was taken. 


Charles Stein, clerk with L. C. Bossardet, at the corner of 
Metropolitan avenue and Lorimer street, Brooklyn, holds 
the record for long and faithful service with one employer. In 
a few days he will celebrate the twenty-fifth year of his con- 
nection with Mr. Bossardet. Mr. Stein is 38 years old, having 
been born in Flushing, L. I., in 1865. He started as a boy in 
the pharmacy where he is now employed, at the time when 
his present employer was also a clerk there. Mr. Stein is mar- 
ried and has two children. 


Out-of-town visitors were registered at the Drug Club as 
follows: A. E. Holdt, Atlanta, Ga.; Frank G. Mason, Paris; 
John W. Larry, St. Paul; R. McC. Bullington, Richmond; I. 
H. Chambers, St. Louis; E. B. Jackson, Houston, Tex. ; Charles 
Truax, Chicago; J. K. McDermid and V. P. Powell, London; 
J. B. Booth, Pittsburg; A. Henderson, Glasgow; T. Platt, 
Poughkeepsie, and B. C. Hawkes, Chicago. 


Mr. Platner, of the Platner & Bradley Company, South 
Norwalk, Conn., was in town last week. Mr. Platner tcports 
business as very good in his section. Full prices are being 
obtained on nearly all proprietary articles. Cut rates, he said, 
are prevalent on only a few articles, and the demoralization is 
not extensive even on these, a dollar article selling for about 
90 cents and a 50-cent preparation bringing 45. The latter 
is confined principally to foods, and the cutting on them was 
brought about by grocers. 


Owing to the continued ill health of F. P. Scudder, necessi- 
tating the relinquishment of his official duties, he resigned the 
presidency of the National Licorice Company, of Brooklyn, on 
December 8, retaining his membership on the board, the per- 
sonnel of which remains “nchanged. The following officers 
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were elected on that date: President, Adolphe E. Smylie; vice- 
president, Henry Rowley; secretary and treasurer, H. W. 
Petherbridge. ‘These, together with F. P. Scudder and Milton 
Hopkins, constitute the Board of Directors. 


Among the visitors to the New York drug market the last 
week or so were M. A. Rawson and Webb Sauers, of the newly 
formed Iowa Drug Company of Des Moines, Ila.; Henry Thorn- 
ton, manager of the Boston branch of Parke, Davis & Co., also 
John H. Smedley, treasurer of that firm; Chas. A. West, vice- 
president of the Eastern Drug Company, Boston; A. J. Horlick, 
of Horlick’s Food Company, Racine, Wis.; Henry G. Polson, 
of Kingston, Canada, the Canadian representative of Magnus 
& Lauer, essential oil dealers, and J. D. McFerren, the Phila- 
delphia representative of Ungerer & Co. 


The “ Peter Holler” day, as the day of the opening of the 
new Williamsburg bridge across the East River was facetiously 
referred to, was made the occasion of a special table d’hote din- 
ner at the Drug Club on the evening of December 19. Since only 
one hundred and fifty-five persons could becomfortably accommo- 
dated at one time,only that number of tickets were issued. Most 
of the gentlemen were accompanied by ladies and the tables and 
rooms were appropriately decorated with greens and _ holly. 
After the dinner the members and guests were afforded an ex- 
cellent view from the windows of the club of the elaborate 
display of fireworks on the new bridge. 


This is the season when jobbers’ representatives are coming 
to town to prepare for their first trips of the new year. Rush 
KE. Blackman, representative of Schieffelin & Co. in the Middle 
West; John S. Lane, the firm’s representative in Connecticut 
and Massachusetts, and W. E. Jenkins, who covers the Vir- 
ginia and Carolinas for the firm, are in town. P. C. West- 
moreland, who represents Lehn & Fink in Georgia, Florida 
and the Carolinas, is in the city for the holidays. Other repre- 
sentatives are expected here soon—namely, A. E. Hendey, who 
looks after Ohio, West Virginia and Western Pennsylvania; 
W. M. Waters, the firm’s man in Kentucky, Indiana and Michi- 
gan; C. M. Rogers, from New Hampshire, Maine and Eastern 
Massachusetts, and C. W. Rolph, who covers Maryland, Vir- 
ginia and the District of Columbia. 





Twenty-two Registered by the Board of Pharmacy. 


Twenty-two of the candidates who took the last examina- 
tion of the Eastern Branch of the State Board of Pharmacy 
for registered pharmacists were successful. Their names fol- 
low: Emmanuel Bronstein, L. V. Ferrara, Jacob J. Franz, Chas. 
F. Gimbernat, jr., Walter E. Hurley, Leon Schutzman, Johannes 
F. A. Tiedemann, Jeannetta Benjamin, Herman Dillon, H. W. 
Dulberger, Edward Eberle, Max Flaumenbaum, Julius Kramer, 
James Leask, Hyman Morgenstern, Joseph M. Scherer, Eugene 
C. Well and Oscar Winzerling, Brooklyn; Julian Rabinovici, 
Geo. I. M. Robinson, Samuel Rose and Herbert Schoenrich, Balti- 
more. Druggist’s certificate, Frank A. Malkovosky. 


The Co-operative Insurance Scheme in Abeyance. 


The movement inaugurated by the German Apothecaries’ 
Society to establish a co-operative fire insurance company for 
the benefit of druggists is still in abeyance. The main diffi- 
culty is now to secure a Lloyd’s charter, allowing a company 
such as is proposed to operate here without meeting the almost 
prohibitive requirements, regulations, etc., imposed by the New 
York State laws. The committee in charge of the matter 
claimed at one time to have obtained an option on a certain 
charter, but when it came to getting the written consent of the 
three owners, it was a different matter. Two of the owners 
were willing to sign a contract to sell, but the third is in the 
South somewhere, and efforts to reach him have so far failed. 
The committee has had one or two other charters offered them, 
but at a figure much higher than the consideration which was 
to have been paid for the first charter. Until some arrange- 
ment whereby a charter can be secured is made, it is not likely 
that anything will be done. 





Vermont State Board of Pharmacy. 


The next meeting of the board for examinations will be held 
at Montpelier, Tuesday, January 5, 1904, at the Pavilion Ho- 
tel. Applications for examination must be made to J. G. Bell- 
rose, secretary, at Burlington. 
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THE PASSING OF FABER. 


FTER being corresponding secretary of the New York Ger- 
man Apothecaries’ Society for 14 years, Sidney Faber has 
brought his official connection with that estimable body to 

an abrupt end. Baffled in his effort to have a druggist who is not 
an American citizen admitted into membership in the society, 
in direct violation of its by-laws, he refused to allow his name 
to be used as a candidate, at the recent annual election of the 
society, for corresponding secretary. Some time ago he re- 
signed from the State Board of Pharmacy under somewhat 
similar circumstances. 


WHY HE GOT OUT. 


Mr. Faber’s explanation of his exit is that he wished to 
give up some of the obligations which have taxed his time, and 
that his resignation from the secretaryship was simply a move 
in that direction. That is, of course, correct. There is no 
doubt whatever that he wiil soon be able to give his undivided 
attention to his own immediate affairs and business, provided 
he only pursues his present course. He labels his getting out 
of the German Society’s secretaryship a “resignation.” That, 
too, is correct, practically, but it does not tell the whole truth. 
The trouble, it seems, came about in this way: 

Several years ago a certain druggist was a member of the 
German Apothecaries’ Society. He was then a naturalized 
American citizen. He decided to go to Germany, however, and 
when he did so he again became a German subject, giving up 
his citizenship in the United States. A few months ago he 
came back to this country, and started in business here once 
more. He applied for membership in the German Society. The 
latter had in the meantime passed a by-law providing that 
only American citizens should be eligible to membership. The 
applicant had given up his citizenship and was, therefore, ac- 
cording to the by-law of the society, ineligible. His friend 
Faber, however, didn’t see it in that light. He claimed that 
as the applicant had been an American citizen and a member 
of the society, there was no reason now why he should not be 
taken back into the fold. President Imhof did not agree with 
him. He contended that it would be a direct violation of the 
by-law to admit him. The applicant appreciated the situation 
and withdrew his application. Faber was not satisfied with 
the turn affairs had taken, and instead of letting the matter 
drop he reopened the controversy, and demanded that Presi- 
dent Imhof submit the facts in the case to the society’s counsel 
for a legal opinion. his Mr. Imhof did not see his way clear 
to do. Some correspondence passed between the president and 
the worthy, though insistent, secretary. There was no 
personal ill feeling; it was simply a difference of opinion. 
The result was that Mr. Imhof told Faber that he would bring 
the whole matter, including the correspondence, before the 
society at the next meeting and let them take whatever action 
they saw fit. Mr. Faber was, of course, asked to be present, 
and it was expected he would be, to defend his position in the 
controversy. The meeting was held, but Faber wasn’t there. 
President Imhof placed all the facts before the meeting, with 
the correspondence, and asked the members whether they sup- 
ported him in the position he had taken in refusing to con- 
sider an application from a druggist who was not a naturalized 
citizen of this country. A unanimous rising vote indorsing 
Mr. Imhof was the result. Needless to say, it was also a 
crushing rebuke to Faber. At any rate, it amounted to that, and 
he decided to deprive the society of his valuable services as 
secretary. 


HIS SERVICES AS SECRETARY. 


Mr. Faber is not without some good qualities. It is no 
more than fair to state that in the long period of service as 
secretary of the German Society he has been a most earnest, 
faithful and active official, and the members of that organiza- 
tion appreciate his work. He has some lofty ideas as to how 
pharmacy should be regulated and brought to a higher stand- 
ard, and is unquestionably sincere in his desire to see better 
conditions prevail. He has worked hard to have these condi- 
tions realized, especially while a member of the eastern branch 
of the State Board of Pharmacy. But he has only one idea of 
what should be done—and that idea is always Faber’s. If he 
can’t be boss, he won’t play. That was the trouble in the State 
Board. His ideas were not supported and adopted by other 
members, so he resigned. Somehow or other by his own acts, 
or by his overzealousness, perhaps, he defeats the very objects 
which he seeks to attain. His enemies seem to have multi- 
plied faster than his friends. There is probably no man in 


the local retail drug trade who has been “ pounded” harder 
than Mr. Faber, and he has himself to blame largely for this 
fact, because of his well-known proclivity to be severe where 
others would be lenient. 


He was guided by the letter, not the 
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SIDNEY FABER, 
Ex-Secretary of the New York State Board of Pharmacy. 


spirit, of the law in his dealings with druggists. Mercy was 
not included in his vocabulary. 

Mr. Faber’s retirement from the secretaryship of the Ger- 
man Apothecaries’ Society is simply a repetition of his retire- 
ment from the Board of Pharmacy. The motive in both cases 
appears to have been practically the same. He couldn’t rule 
the society, he couldn’t rule the board; therefore, he got out. 
His resignation from the State Board of Pharmacy was ac- 
cepted in July of this year by President Brundage, who ap- 
pointed Charles S. Erb to succeed Mr. Faber for the latter’s 
unexpired term. 

On Monday, January 3, 1898, Sidney Faber was elected a 
member of the Board of Pharmacy for Greater New York to 
represent the German Apothecaries’ Society on the board. On 
the following Saturday the members met, nominated and elected 
Mr. Faber for secretary. That board was superseded by the 
board created by the State Pharmacy law, which took effect 
on January 1, 1901. As is well known, Mr. Faber was elected 
to the new State Board, and at its organization meeting was 
made the general secretary. 

HE RETIRES FROM THE BOARD. 

Mr. Faber served as secretary of the State Board from the 
beginning of its existence in 1901 until early this year, when 
he was succeeded by Warren L. Bradt, of Albany. His resig- 
nation from membership in the board caused a great deal of 
surprise at the time to those who did not know what had been 
going on on the inside. The ex-secretary explained that he had 
“strong and sufficient reasons ” for resigning. Translated, this 
meant that he was dissatisfied with the methods, policy and 
workings of the State Board. He wanted the board free from 
college of pharmacy influence; he did not believe it wise or 
good policy to have on the board any one connected with col- 
leges of pharmacy. He claimed tnere was too much chance for 
favoritism being shown in the examination of applicants’ 
papers., He wanted the names of those who were being ex- 
amined kept from the examiners. The examiners themselves, 
he thought were not what they should have been, etc., etc. 
But his ideas and suggestions were turned down, and at length, 
disgusted and abandoning all hope of reforming the board, he 
resigned just as he did from the Society. The board still exists, 
and, as a matter of fact, things in that quarter have been run- 
ning more smoothly ever since. 





Even the Finsen “ light treatment ” is not in the least new, 
we now discover. Before Jenner’s time—as recorded in some 
eld English medical works—many cures were claimed for a 
treatment which consisted in keeping the patient, clothed or 
wrapped in brilliant red fabrics, in rooms preferably hung with. 
or painted, red; the windows were also shaded by crimson 
blinds. 
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COLLEGES OF PHARMACY IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 


Prof. Wilbur L. Scoville is secretary of the Publication Com- 
mittee of the newly established Journal of the Association of 
the Alumni of the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy, and is 
also secretary-treasurer of the Association of Teaching Facul- 
ties of Colleges of Pharmacy of the United States, and it is 
therefore reasonable to presume that the note on colleges of 
pharmacy which appears in the first number of the alumni 
journal represents facts which have been collated by Professor 
Scoville in his capacity as secretary-treasurer of the associa- 
tion of the different colleges. He says that according to our 
best knowledge, there are 80 colleges of pharmacy in the United 
States and Canada, besides eight or more correspondence schools 
which aim to do more than a local business. The increase in 
the number of colleges has been very rapid in the last decade, 
and at the present time there sems to be a general movement 
toward securing more schools. This movement is shown in the 
following chronological view of the colleges as they exist to- 
day, not including the correspondence schools, which are of re- 
cent development: 

organized previous to 1870 
between 1870 and 1880 
between 1880 and 1890 


between 1890 and 1900 
since 1900* 


It will be noted that there has been an increasing tendency 
to recognize the value of pharmacy schools since 1880, and that 
since 1900 a quarter of the whole number of schools in opera- 
tion were started. This is a fact: of much significance, and it 
shows conclusively that a different attitude toward theoretical 
teachings of pharmacy and allied subjects prevails from that 
which was manifested a few years ago. 

Another significant fact is the recognition which is being 
given to pharmacy by other branches of learning. Thus, the 
greater portion of the schools of pharmacy are not independent 
schools, but are affiliated with other schools, as follows: 
Independent schools of pharmacy 
Departments of universities 
SPADORIMIOMLUE OF MOGICR] BONGOIG. ooo c ccc ccecsnseoseccpiere ; 
Affiliated with other schools (agricultural colleges, etc.)......... 12 

This means that the medical colleges as well as universi- 
ties are beginning to recognize the value and influence of edu- 
cated pharmacists, and it also indicates the value of affiliations 
in educational lines. About 20 of the number receive some sup-. 
port from the States, because of their affiliations with State in- 
stitutions. 

Geographically, the schools are distributed in accordance 
with population. Thus, Ohio has seven schools; New York and 
Tennessee, five each; Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa and 
Pennsylvania, four each; Michigan, Missouri and Canada, three 
each; Alabama, California, District of Columbia, Louisiana, 
Minnesota, North Carolina, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Vir- 
ginia, Washington and Wisconsin, two each; Kansas, Kentucky, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Nebraska, New Jersey, North 
Dakota, Oklahoma, Rhode Island, South Carolina and West 
Virginia, one each. 

The newer schools are distributed well through the country, 
showing that the movement is not a sectional one. 

The curricula of pharmacy schools is likewise broadening. 
Physiology, Bacteriology, Languages, Toxicology, Jurisprudence, 
Therapeutics, Physics, Anatomy and kindred subjects have a 
place in a large proportion of the schools, in addition to the 
old standard subjects, which are being continued. Laboratory 
exercises are an important and, in most schools, a large part of 
the teaching. But there is also a tendency toward the more 
classical studies, which train the mind more than the hands. 





A Practical Examination in Pennsylvania. 


An innovation in the examinations for the registered phar- 
macists is to be made by the Pennsylvania Board. ‘The next 
examination is to be held on January 16th, at the Philadel- 
phia College of Pharmacy. Besides the regular examination for 
registered pharmacists there will be a practical laboratory 
examination. This will be held in the morning, between the 
hours of 8.30 and 11.30 o’clock. The afternoon will be devoted 
to the written examination. It is important that those desir- 
ing to make application for registered pharmacists’ certificates 
should apply to the secretary, Dr. George, at Harrisburg, at 
least ten days prior to the examination, so as to obtain assign- 
ment for laboratory examination and necessary blanks. 


1The time of organization of two schools is uncertain, but is not 
far from 1990. 
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Changes of the Year—Business Fair—Fears of a New Cut-Rate 
Store—Pharmacy Board Work—Who’ll Be the Next President ? 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Buffalo, December 22.—Retail druggists in Buffalo generally 
speak of business as quiet, though they find no special reason 
for this, beyond the fact that the weather has been cold for a 
month and for the most part much drier than it usually is at 
this time of the year. For a long time the precipitation has 
been so slight that wells and cisterns have rum very low. The 
Buffalo drug trade has made a very good year as a rule, so that 
there is now a revival of the establishment of new stores, which 
had been pretty nearly suspended for a time. One druggist 
reports that he finds the year better than the year of the Pan- 
American fair, which was the best he had known up to that 
time. There has been no great change in the drug establish- 
ments or the personnel of the trade in Buffalo during the year. 
The Pharmacal Drug Company, who had been established in 
the wholesale line, withdrew after finding business unprofitable. 
Eli Randall, with Plimpton, Cowan & Co., always taking a lead- 
ing part wherever druggists were in evidence, died during the 
year. David M. Cowan, of the same firm, has returned to 
business after a long illness. 


WATCHING THE NEW LYON DRUG COMPANY. 


But now comes a diversion. The Lyon Drug Company of 
Boston, Providence and New York, who were organized some 
weeks ago for the purpose of entering the retail trade of the 
city, has taken a long lease of the City Bank building and will 
fit it up for business at once. It is in the center of the city 
trade and though it has a rather poor front for much display, 
the establishment will be in position to command the retail 
trade if it is able to fill the public eye. The entire city retail 
trade is on the watch to find how much of a price cutter it is 
likely to be, as it is in that role it can make itself most 
dangerous. 


THE VINOL PEOPLE MAY OPEN A STORE. 


A second possible diversion is looked for from the Vinol 
Company. Their preparation, Rexall, has been handled lately 
by Faxon’s, the big Main street grocery, which has a drug de- 
partment. Of late there has been a demand on the part of the 
company for anyone handling this specialty to put up $3,500, 
to be used in advertising, but the store, not caring to do this, 
drew out entirely and it is now under consideration on the part 
of the company to put in a cut-rate store of its own, so that the 
sale of this specialty will not be cut off. Still the move does 
not appear to be entirely determined upon. 


PHARMACY BOARD MATTERS. 


The Western branch of the State Board of Pharmacy lately 
held a special meeting to look into the practices of certain 
grocers in selling Rough on Rats and other poisonous prepara- 
tions, which the Board considets illegal. 

The Board lately gave an exchange license to G. W. G. 
Ferris of Franklinville. He held an old State license numbered 
2,222, and tried hard to retain the unique number on the new 
one, but was not able to persuade the Board. 

Other members of the Board say they are going to the an- 
nual meeting at Albany next month, with*a strong delegation 
favoring the election of Dr. W. G. Gregory, president of the 
Board, but the doctor has made no campaign whatever. 


BUFFALO HAPPENINGS IN BRIEF. 


Edward Kingston, who has been established in the drug 
business at Main and Ferry streets a long time, has opened 
a fine new store on the opposite side of the street. 

J. A. Lockie has been elected president of the Seventeenth 
Ward Republican League, which has a membership of several 
hundred. 

H. A. Anthony has bought the drug store of George A. Law- 
rence on upper Main street. Mr. Lawrence will travel in the 
interest of the trade. 

W. E. Lemon has opened a new pharmacy on Tonawanda 
street, but will continue to carry on the store he has had for 
some time at Grant and Amherst streets. 

The Buffalo Pharmacists’ Bowling Club has chosen Wednes- 
day as bowling day instead of Friday during the holidays. The 
attendance. is looking up. 

Burglars lately entered the stores of C. E. Anthony on Main 
street and H. A. Dedo on Hickory street, getting quite an 
amount of change from the cash drawer in each case. Possibly 
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the work is that of the same fellow who broke into the store of 
Stoddart Bros. not long ago. 

Buffalo druggists are Masons quite extensively. At the late 
election of Erie Lodge, F. & A. M., De Courcy Rose was elected 
Master and Charles Stoddart, treasurer. P. M. Lockie was 
elected treasurer of Highland Lodge, F. and A. M. 


NEWS OF THE TRAVELERS. 

Justin Keith was in Buffalo soon after the middle of Decem- 
ber, with the usual world-wide list of medicinal herbs on sale 
by J. L. Hopkins & Co. of New York. 

Dr. Herrick’s medicines took a step forward, as it always 
does, on the arrival in town of the agent of the company, C. R. 
Whitney, about the middle of the month. 

W. C. Parker, with the usual full list of perfumery and 
toilet articles, was in the city this month, taking orders for the 
New York house of F. R. Arnold & Co. 

L. E. Treat, also a Buffalonian, is home, where he can look 
after the interests of the Red-cross surgical appliances of the 
house of Johnson & Johnson, of New Brunswick, N. J. 

Syrups, rock candy of all sorts and sugar coloring were 
brought forward at their best this month by the visit to the 
trade of R. H. Archbold, with Rigney & Co., of Brooklyn. 

P. S. Crouch, who covers this district in the interest of 


Munyon’s Paw Paw, stopped off according to appointment this 
month and drove a good trade in his specialty. ° 

The Whitall Tatum Company sends us as usual Frank A. 
Weed, its regular representative, who took in the situation 
about a week before Christmas and is now getting orders else- 
where. 





VERMONT. 


The New Member of the Board of Pharmacy—Trading Stamps 
Legal—Is This a New Note Game? 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Burlington, Vt., December 22.—Z. B. Hopkins, of Brandon. 
has been appointed a member of the State Board of Pharmacy 
by Governor McCullough, to succeed A. L. Dutcher, of St. Al- 
bans. Mr. Hopkins will meet with the board for the first time 
on January 5, when a meeting will be held at Montpelier. The 
board will organize at that time for the ensuing year. 


APPARENTLY A NEW NOTE GAME. 


J. T. Shuttleff, a Bennington druggist, is the victim of what 
was apparently a deliberate attempt to swindle him out of 
$30. Several weeks ago he bought about $50 worth of goods 
from a New York concern dealing in thermometers, to be paid for 
within a given time. Soon after the arrival of the goods he 
made a partial payment and received a receipt for the amount. 
Later he received notice from the firm that they held a note 
against him and asked for a remittance. He replied that there 
must be some mistake, as he had not given a note. The next 
heard of the affair was the presentation of the note to a 
Bennington bank for payment. The note was made for $60, 
but the signature was announced to be a forgery. He declined 
to pay the note, and a lawsuit will probably result. 

A DRUGGIST AS PRESIDENT OF A LIQUOR DEALERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

F. Henry Parker, of this city, secretary of the Vermont 
State Pharmaceutical Association, has been elected president 
of the Chittenden County Liquor Dealers’ Association. Mr. 
Parker is one of the two druggists in Burlington holding a 
license for the sale of liquor. 

F. E. Eldred is soon to close his drug store in this city. 
Mr. Eldred was granted a fifth-class license for the sale of 
liquor, but violated its terms and was fined on two charges, 
one for selling to a minor and one for selling without a physi- 
cian’s prescription. The fines caused him to relinquish his 
license, and at that time he announced his intention of closing 
his place of business. 








Louis Schulze, of Baltimore, secretary of the Maryland 
Pharmaceutical Association, is out with an announcement that 
the next annual meeting of his association, will take place at 
Mount Holly, Md., June 21-24. 1904. Mount Holly is delight- 
fully situated in the suburbs of Baltimore, and is easy of ac- 
cess by trolley from all parts of the city. Mount Holly Inn, 
where the meeting will convene, is built on a high hill overlook- 
ing the most fertile section of Baltimore County and in close 
proximity to the suburban homes of some of Baltimore’s wealth- 
jest citizens. ‘The local secretary is Dr. A. R. L. Dohme, Ro- 
land Park, Baltimore. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 





Local Associations Elect Officers—Phenacetin Prosecutions in Bos- 
ton—A Druggist Elected to the School Committee -- The 
Whitmarsh Library in the Philippines—Travelers’ Week. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Boston, December 23.—The Eastern Middlesex Association 
met the first of this month and elected officers as follows: 
President, A. B. Morgan; vice-president, J. W. Sargent; secre- 
tary, C. A. Charles; treasurer, T. D. Cronin; Executive Com- 
mittee, H. E. Brier, W. P. Sheldon, G. J. Sawyer, J. J. Reaney, 
W. B. Southworth, G. J. McArthur, John Larrabee, F. A. 
Spencer and J. A. Morgan. The members will hold a banquet 
at a later date. 

The Boston Retail Drug Clerks’ Association held a meet- 
ing recently and elected these officers: President, J. Audley 
Thompson; vice-president, J. T. Collins, Z. L. Bartlett, Jr., A. 
E. Packers and Vernon Laing; financial secretary, H. B. Parkin- 
son; recording secretary, J. C. Muirhead; treasurer, E. F. 
Lonnegan ; inside guard, L. C. Fletcher; Executive Committee, 
J. Audley Thompson, J. T. Collins, L. C. Conant, Z. L. Bartlett, 
Jr., G. E. Tarr. A collation was served and arrangements 
made for the evening ball. 


BOSTON DRUGGISTS IN TROUBLE OVER PHENACETIN. 





The echo of the recent phenacetin campaign is being felt 
in an emphatic and disagreeable manner by retailers. It came 
as a surprise to many and was in the form of letters to call 
on the attorney for the owners of the phenacetin patent. This 
caused much indignation to those who had been caught una- 


wares. In some instances the matter was adjusted privately, 
but where this mode of settlement failed, suits have been in- 
stituted by the phenacetin people. ‘In some of the samples it 
is asserted that acetanilid was present to the extent of 50 per 
cent. One retailer owes his trouble to his wholesalers not 
having a pound package of phenacetin and subsequently mak- 
ing a purchase of one of the firms recently fined by the Board 
of Health. In another case, the retailer asserts that his phena- 
cetin purchases were always made from the leading firms here, 
but powders alleged to have been bought at his store and 
furnished him by the complainant showed adulteration. 


AN M. C. P. MAN ON THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


Druggists are pleased at the election of Frank F. Ernst, 
Ph. G., to the School Committee. Mr. Ernst proved to be a 
good vote getter and rounded up 40,867 votes against his name 
and was fifth in the Democratic ticket. He is not the first 
M. C. P., man to serve in the board, having had notable suc- 
cessors in Messrs. Canning and Marshall. James J. McVey, 
who was a candidate on the Socialistic ticket, failed of elec- 
tion in the recent Democratic landslide. Mayor Dean of Mal- 
den, of Dean, Foster & Co., was again re-elected mayor of his 
city, receiving a total of 2,495 votes. Mr. Dean has met with 
much success in the administration of the business affairs of 
that city. Albert E. Booth, of Chicopee, was nominated by the 
Democrats for School Committeeman, but declined to run for 
personal reasons. 


TO ESTABLISH A LIBRARY IN THE PHILIPPINES. 


Hon. H. Phelps Whitmarsh, who formerly gave points on es- 
sential oils in New York and Boston for Dodge & Olcott, and 
who was recently the first civil governor of a province in the 
Philippines, is about to give a small public library to Bagnio, 
the capital of the Igorrote province of Benguet, which he or- 
ganized, and where he is still located. He would like contri- 
butions of readable books of any kind, and would pay the 
freight. Boxes can be shipped through Henry W. Peabody & 
Co., Mason Building, Boston, to Mr. Whitmarsh, in the care 
of Smith, Bell & Co., Manila. Bagino is the most purely 
American town in the Philippines. It is a great health resort 
for that part of the world, and practically the hot-weather 
capital of the islands. A sanitarium for the army has been es- 
tablished there, and the library will therefore be useful. Bag- 
nio is also a noted mining centre. 
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A PORTRAIT OF AN ANCESTOR OF DR. AYER. 


Frederick F. Ayer of New York has just presented the 
Lowell Textile School of Lowell, with a iife-sized portrait, in 
oil, of his grandfather, Royal Southwick, by Hardie, which was 
recently on exhibition in New York. The gift was accepted 
by the Trustees of the School with a vote of thanks, and is to 
be placed in one of the principal buildings of the institution. 
Royal Southwick was a resident of Lowell, engaged in the 
woolen manufacture, from 1830 to 1850. He was a member 
of the Legislature, and took an interest in public and political 
affairs of the city. His daughter, the mother of Frederick 
I. Ayer, married the late Dr. J. C. Ayer of Lowell. 


THE MELLIN’S FOOD ROUND UP. 


For the past 11 years the Mellin’s Food Company have fol- 
lowed the custom of assembling in Boston each year all of their 
traveling men and executive staff for a general business meet- 
ing, lasting about ten days. During the meeting each traveler 
has the opportunity to discuss the condition of business in his 
territory, and to offer suggestions as to future work. On the 
evening, December 8, Thomas Doliber, president of the com- 
pany, and Mrs. Doliber held a reception at their home in Brook- 
line, to which all of the participants in the annual round-up 
were invited with their wives. Every day at noon the com- 
pany entertains the “boys” at lunch; and finally at the end 
comes the banquet. This year the banquet was held at the 
Exchange Club, on the evening of December 18, with.34 at the 
table. 


TALKED ABOUT. 


Richard S. Morgan, 127 Chelsea street, has been very sick 
from a severe attack of hiccoughing. 


In the recent Cambridge campaign, the druggists were used 
as a club in an endeavor to bring out a heavy vote against 
license. 


The following concerns have just been incorporated in this 
State: Ar-Mango System of Medicine, Worcester ; capital, $25,- 
000; president, C. S. Webster; treasurer, Clara B. Waughton. 
Howe, French Corporation, Boston, drugs and chemicals; capi- 
tal, $50,000; president, H. S. Crowell; treasurer, Walter Yates. 


George B. Gunn of last year’s senior class. M. C. P., is now 
employed in St. Louis. Word was recently received from Al- 
fred W. Balch, Ph. G., M. D., late Instructor of Analytical 
Chemistry, M. C. P., who is now surgeon in the navy and on 
a foreign cruise. The doctor is in good health and will be 
with his friends again before many months. 


The License Committee of the Newton Aldermanic Board, 
recently gave a hearing upon the question of revoking the 
sixth-class license of P. J. E. Lacroix, for an alleged illegal 
sale of liquor made by Lacroix’s clerk. Lacroix made a gen- 
eral denial. In court the clerk was fined $50 for the illegal 
sale; he appealed. 

M. G. Wiltse, Ph. G., M. D., now Director of the State 
Laboratory of Hygiene, Burlington, Vt., was an important ex- 
pert witness in a recent murder trial at Bennington, Vt. C. 
H. Shattuck of Ballardvale, was recently acquitted on a com- 
plaint of maintaining a liquor nuisance, brought by a Christian 
Endeavor official. No evidence of any illegal sale was offered, 
but the prosecution attempted to prove that Mr. Shattuck had 
received a larger quantity of liquor than was indicated by the 
sales on his books. 





Association Proceedings Wanted. 


The Lloyd Library, of Cincinnati, is desirous of obtaining 
copies of certain volumes of State Pharmaceutical Association 
Proceedings which are missing from the library files, and 
an appeal is made to all pharmacists, secretaries of associa- 
tions, local and State, and to drug journal editors, who may 
be in possession of odd copies of the Proceedings named in 
the subjoined list, to send them to the Lloyd Library, where 
they will be carefully preserved and be at all times accessible 
to the public. 

The volumes wanted are: Proceedings of the Arizona As- 
sociation, all; Arkansas, 1883 to 1888 inclusive, 1891, 1892 and 
1894 to 1899 inclusive; California, 1869 to 1882 inclusive, ex- 
cept 1870, 1892 and all since except 1893, semi-annual reports 
except May 1892 and May 1894; Georgia, Vol. 1 to Vol. 9, in- 
clusive ; Idaho, all; Indiana, 1890, 1892 and 1894: Kansas, 1880 
to 1882 inclusive; Louisiana. 1882, 1884, 1895, 1896. 1898, 1900; 
Maine, Vol. 1 to Vol. 4; Maryland, 1886 to 1894 inclusive; 
Mississippi. all previous to 1893,, 1894 and subsequent issues; 
Missouri, 879 (two editions) ; Montana, all; Nebraska, 1882 
to 1884 inclusive; 1889; Nevada, all: New Mexico, all; North 
Dakota, 1886; Oregon. all; Rhode Island, Vol. 1 to Vol. 16, 
1889, Vol. 19. 1892, and all since. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Philadelphia Association of Retail Druggists Prosperous—Slate for 
Annual Election—Price Schedule Well Maintained—Watching 
Washington—Plaster Men Bowl. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Philadelphia, December 22.—The past year has been an ex- 
ceedingly prosperous one for the Philadelphia Association of 
Retail Druggists. While nearly all the undertakings have 
been successful it is said that there are further improvements 
on foot for 1904 which will meet with the approval of the 
retail druggists throughout the city. Considering all that the 
Association has taken up, there have been very few setbacks 
and besides, there has been little friction displayed between 
the members and those who are not connected with the Associa- 
tion. At the present time a committee is revising the price 
list and as soon as some of the details can be arranged the 
result is to be announced. The advance in the price of pro- 
prietary goods last April has been so successful that it is 
believed that another list, again advancing prices, can be put 
out and carried through. With the exception of one large 
drug house, all the retailers are working in harmony and there 
is a feeling that before the new year is very old there 
will be very few retailers who are not members of the Associa- 
tion. On the fourth Tuesday of each month the Executive 
Committee meets so that is can make its report to the regular 
meeting of the Association, which is held on the first Friday of 
each month. Owing to the holidays and there being five Tues- 
days in this month, it has been decided to hold the Executive 
Committee meeting on the fifth Tuesday of this month. This 
has made it necessary to postpone the meeting of the Associa- 
tion until the eighth of January. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The next meeting of the Association will be the annual one 
at which the officers and Executive Committee will be chosen. 
There will be no opposition to the officers; there being only 
one ticket in the field. It is as follows: President,Thomas H. 
Potts; first vice-president, W. L. Cliffe; second-vice-president, 
William E. Lee; third vice-president. David J. Rees; treasurer, 
G. W. Fehr; financial secretary, C. W. Shull; recording secre- 
tary, M. A. Cozens. There are to be seven members elected as 
the Executive Committee. The nominees are as follows: H. T. 
Pollard, W. H. Gano, Charles Leedom, R. H. Lackey, Jacob 
Epstein, H. C. Blair, A. J. Frankeberger, H. A. Nolte, A. R. 
Hesske, L. S. Sorber, H. J. Siegfried, Otto Kraus, Dr. C. B. 
Lowe. A member of the Executive Committee said: “ The As- 
sociation is flourishing. There is a new list in the hands of a 
schedule committee which will have a conference with the 
Washington Committee, after which something will be done. 
At the present time I am not at liberty to state what is under 
consideration, but I can say it pvill be of advantage to all retail 
druggists in this city. 


THE N. W. D. A. AND PURE FOOD. 


While the Retail Association is looking after the retailers 
in this city, the Proprietary Committee of the N. W. D. A. is 
watching legislation. M. N. Klone, the chairman of the Legis- 
lative Committee, has been frequently in Washington since 
Congress convened and has taken a prominent part in advising 
the representatives as to what is detrimental to the drug trade. 
There are two bills up before the present Congress relative to 
Pure Food. The oneoffered by Congressman Hepburn meets with 
the approbation of the druggists, while that one offered by 
Senator McCumber contains a number of features which makes 
it decidedly objectionable. It is thought that the latter bill 
will never be pressed for a vote. 


A SATISFACTORY YEAR ALL ROUND. 


Most of the wholesale and retail houses in this city are 
closing up their books for the year. Taking everything in, 
it has been a successful one for all. During the past few 
weeks there has been a steady improvement and the receipts 
are far ahead of what they were in 1903. There has been a 
large increase in all kinds of business in the drug trade. The 
sales have greatly exceeded those of last year and the outlook 
for continued prosperity is very good. It will not be known 
for several days what the real profit has been, but it is now 
known that there has been a greater branching out and goods 
are being sent to places which heretofore secured what they 
wanted from either New York or some other city. 
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RIVAL PLASTER TEAMS BOWL. 


The great bowling match between the J. Ellwood Lee and 
the J. & J. teams took place on December 19 at the Central 
Bowling Alleys. Prior to the game there had been a great 
deal of money in sight to bet on the result, but as everyone 
wanted to wager on the J. & J. team there was little real cash 
put up. The J. Ellwood Lee has a good team, but they are not 
seasoned, and far from being veterans like the J. & J. push. 
This team is hard to beat. The Lee bowlers started out all 
right, and if one of their team had not had an attack of stage 
fright they would have won the first game easily, but when the 
rot set in the whole team went to pieces and the J. & J. team 
had everything their own way. It looks as if this team will 
be as successful here as it was in New York. While the teams 
here are not doing much better, they are, however, not giving 
up without a struggle. 


PHILADELPHIA NEWS ITEMS. 


Mr. Wolf has opened a new drug store at Frankford avenue 
and Tioga street. 


The drug store of Theodore Campbell at Overbrook was re- 
cently destroyed by fire. His servant was suffocated while Mr. 
Campbell and his family made narrow escapes and got out of 
the house before the fire got under full headway. 


J. D. MecFerran, who for some time conducted the drug 
store at Twelfth and Race streets is now the representative of 
the New Skin Company; Stallman, Fulton & Co. and Ungerer 
& Co., dealers in essential oils. 


A. L. Wolcott of the Welch Grape Juice Company, will go to 
St. Louis early in February. He will represent his company at 
the Exposition and will have charge of the company’s exhibit. 
Mr. Jefferson, of Funk & Groff, Forty-fourth street and Lan- 
easter avenue, has been given the position in this city held by 
Mr. Wolcott. He will look after the local trade and attend to 
the wants of those who need this juice as a beverage. 


D. E. Bransome, the genial hustler for Johnson & Johnson, 
is making a trip through the interior of the State. Mr. Bran- 
some leads a strenuous life. It was mainly through his efforts 
that the Bowling League was inagurated among the whole- 
sale druggists and now is at work again trying to get up a drug 
club. This is however, a hard job and it is likely that he will 
be many years older before he can secure the consent of enough 
druggists, or those connected with the trade, who will give up 
a comfortable home meal to partake of one gotten up by the 
club chef. 





CINCINNATI NEWS NOTES. 


Otto Groenland has sold his Sixth and Elm street store to 
his clerk, Fred. S. Kotte. 


Ed. Gray, formerly at Fifth and Main streets, Cincinnati, 
has purchased Burger’s drug store, in Toledo. 


O. B. Thuma has left De Lang’s pharmacy and purchased a 
store in Dayton. 


O. N. Garrett, former president of the Ohio State Pharma- 
ceutical Association at Hillsboro, is again in his store after a 
short illness. He reports the holiday trade as being very good. 


Charles Simpkinson, city agent for Simpson, Egly & Co., has 
retired from the work of soliciting orders for sundries. He has 
moved to Blue Ash, where his whole attention will be given to 
poultry raising. 


Charles Weissmann sold his Mt. Healthy store to William 
E. Salt. Mr. Salt will continue business at his old stand on 
Broadway. He believes that an occasional trip to his new 
venture will save him the expense of a vacation in the 
summer. 





The firm of Porter & Andrews have recently been formed 
in Toledo, for the purpose of carrying on business as drug 
brokers, at 370 Spitzer Building. This firm have secured 
agencies of some of the largest manufacturing importers of 
drugs, chemicals, oils, gums, acids, paints, turpentine, linseed 
oil, ete., etc., and begin business with every prospect of suc- 
cess. E. B. Porter, the senior member of the firm, has for the 
past eight years traveled through Ohio for the jobbing drug house 
of Strong, Cobb & Co., of Cleveland. For thirty-five years 
previous to this, he was drug buyer for the wholesale firm of 
John H. Sheehan & Co., of Utah, N. Y. E. B. Andrews, the 
junior member of the firm is from New Haven, Conn., and was 
for a long time the representative for Wm. R. Warner & Co., 
in the State of Massachusetts. 
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Diplomas for Twenty-three Graduates—Drug Clerks’ Association 
Seeks to Enforce the Law—A Shorter Day for Clerks—Mr. 
Bodemann Cleared of Charges. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Chicago, December 21.—The graduation exercises of the 
Northwestern University School of Pharmacy, which took 
place in the Northwestern University building, Dearborn and 
Lake streets, December 18, showed the institution to be in a 
flourishing condition. Among those receiving degrees were H. 
V. Bonicel, of Buenos Ayres and C. A. Hammett, who received 
diplomas as pharmaceutical chemists. 

The list of regular graduates follows: Leo. N. Alt, Roy BE. 
Bates, C. Roland Clothier, Leonard F. Good, Charles P. Hallam, 
William A. Hieber, Clifford L. Klinck, Gustave S. Kolar, Arthur 
G. Macomber, Walter C. Magoun, H. Clyde Metzger, Frank A. 
Milne, John Peter Nolan, John B. Pendergrast, Maynard H. 
Potter, Frank C. Sheeran, Harold W. Sublett, W. Walter 
Thiedohr, William B. Wetzel, Clifton D. Wheeler and Frank 
Pierce Wray. 

Professor Francis E. Lloyd of Columbia University, de- 
“ng an address on “ The Scientific Attitude in Every Day 

e. ” 

TO ENFORCE SHORTER HOURS LAW. 


The Drug Clerks’ Association has attracted considerable 
attention by starting a campaign to compel all druggists to 
employ registered clerks and to reduce the number of hours 
of labor of their employes. Representatives of the association 
visit meetings of labor unions and are said to make the follow- 
ing assertions frequently : 

“If the druggists of Chicago observed the pharmacy laws 
of the State, over half of them would have to quit. The vio- 
lations have become so common that they are passed unnoticed, 
and the inspectors of the State board of pharmacy are so few 
that they can accomplish no permanent reform.” It is 
charged by representatives of the clerks that women and 
children often put up prescriptions. The necessity for more 
inspectors to look for the state board is urged by them. 


MINNESOTA TO TAKE UP THE SURJECT. 


State Labor Commissioner Michael E. Neary, of Minnesota, 
has taken up the question of conditions under which drug 
clerks work in that State. He says hours should be shortened 
and that clerks ought not to sleep in drug stores. Statistics 
on this point are soon to be given out by the State labor board 
of Minnesota. 


CHARGES AGAINST BODEMANN DISMISSED. COMPLAINANT 
APOLIGIZES. 

The charge of Joseph Bernauer against President Wilhelm 
Bodemann of the State Board, whom he accused of cross- 
countering him in the eye, has been dismissed in court. Ber- 
nauer, in explanation, told Justice Stephens that he had fallen 
and bumped his eye on a door knob. The justice asked why he 
had made the charge against Mr. Bodemann and Bernauer 
said he must have been hypnotized. Mr. Bodemann followed 
with a speech in which he said that sort of an apology did not 
make amends for such a serious charge, and followed with 
some tart remarks that gave Bernauer a verbal black eye to 
nurse. 

NEWS NOTES. 

J. D. Colfax is to start a store at Colfax, Wash. 

D. G. Kilburn, of Bonbam, Texas, has bought a store at 
Quincy, Ill. 

A new store has been opened at Waterloo, Iowa, by H. W. 
Taggart & Co. 

Druggists of Sioux City, Iowa, have decided to abandon 
the trading stamp scheme for securing trade. 

Cc. E. Hessey, formerly of South Haven, Mich., has pur- 
chased the stock and good will of C. E. Armstrong at Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 

Albert J. Wagner, of Tomah, Wis., has bought Jewell Bros., 
store at Brodhead, Wis. A. Jewell will probably return to 
Chicago. 

BE. T. Sims, who started a new store in Denver last fall, 
has found business too slow there and has bought back his 
old stand at Topeka, Kan., from C. F. Young. 

Charles M. McCabe, formerly city treasurer of Nashville, 
Tenn. has formed a partnership with Fayette G. Durr for the 
manufacture and sale of patent medicines and druggists’ sup- 
plies. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots, 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices, 





Condition of Trade. 


New York, December 23, 1903. 
USINESS generally has been dull since our last, a 
B condition that is not at all uncommon in the closing 
days of the year. Most of the demand is for the smaller 
class of goods, and little or no interest seems to be ex- 
tended to the larger staples, which are subject to the 
influence of speculation and competition. Dealers gen- 
erally are exhibiting a waiting attitude, the demand being 
almost wholly confined to such small lots as are required 
for immediate stock replenishment. The near approach 
of stock-taking time is being felt in all departments, and 
no improvement in the trade volume is expected until 
after the middle of January at least. The statistical 
position of the important drugs is such as to lend en- 
couragement to holders, and prices generally are well 
maintained, and there is a fairly steady market for most 
lines of staple goods. Quinine values appear to be tend- 
ing lower and the undertone is distinctly weak, though 
manufacturers have not as yet announced any change in 
price. Opium is without improvement; a continued dull 
market and competition among holders has further weak- 
ened the market and prices are fractionally lower. Pep- 
permint oil maintains its firm position and prices are 
fractionally higher. Sodium bicarbonate has been ad- 
vanced, the principal manufacturers having reached an 
agreement with regard to prices. About the usual 
number of fluctuations are to be noted in the subjoined 
paragraphs, but they are for the most part due to natural 
causes and not the result of speculation or destructive 
competition. The principal changes are shown in the 
table of advances and declines. 
HIGHER. 
Camphor, 
Peppermint oil, 
Sodium bicarbonate, 
Sassafras oil, natural, 
Safrol, 
Sassafras bark, 
Dandelion root, German, 
Cottonroot bark, 
Sodium nitrate, 
Cannabis indica, 


Soap bark, whole, 
Yerba santa, 


LOWER. 
Opium, 
Silver nitrate, 
Ipecac, 
Menthol, 
Cajuput oil, 
Lemon oil, 
Hemp seed, 
Canary seed, 
Gum chicle, 
Sarsaparilla, Mexican, 
Japan wax, 
Cardamom seed, 
Quicksilver. 


DRUGS, 


Alcohol is maintained firmly at the established range of 


$2.46 to $2.48 for grain. Wood is the subject of considerable 
rumor as to an expected early change in value; only spot sales 
are being made at the previous range of 50c to 55c, a change 
being expected by the first of the year. 


Arnica flowers have continued dull and the range of 8%c to 
9-14c is now quoted as to quality and quantity. 


Balsam copaiba is finding steady sale in a jobbing way at 
= — of 34c to 36c for Central American and 87%c to 40¢ 
or Para. 


Balsam fir, Canada, is maintained with considerable firm- 
ness and only small sales are reported at the quoted range of 
$3.25 to $3.60. 


Balsam Peru remains quiet and it is intimated that current 
quotations might be shaded, though nothing below $1.07% to 
$1.10 is openly quoted. 


Balsam tolu is slow of sale and values do not vary from 25¢ 
to 28c, which is the jobbing quotation. 


Buchu leaves, short, are not inquired for to any extent but 
there does not seem to be any urgency to realize and the quota- 
tions are mentioned at 18¢ to 21c. 


Cacao butter is scarce and the limited available supply is 
somewhat closely concentrated, with prices maintained at 28%c 
to 29¢ for bulk. 


Cannabis indica, tops, have hardened in the interval in view 
of stronger advices from primary sources, and only small lots 
are obtainable at the revised quotation of 95c to $1.05; for 
the small available supply of siftings 90c is wanted. 


Cherry bark, wild, is held with more firmness in consequence 
of present scarcity and while a limited quantity can still be 
had at 5c, 7c is the general asking price. 


Coca leaves, Truxillo, are held with more firmness, the 
general asking price being 17c to 20c. 


Cocaine is rather quiet at the moment, but manufacturers’ 
prices are unchanged, bulk being quoted at $3.50, though second- 
hand lots are obtainable at $3.45. 


Codliver oil is very quiet at the moment, jobbing sales only 
being reported at the previous range of $110.00 to $145.00. The 
Bergen correspondent of the London Chemist and Druggist, 
writing under date of December 5, says: “ The first reports of 
the new cod fishing are rather favorable, the cods being fatter 
and the livers of good quality. The seals, to which the mis- 
fortunes of the past season were partly attributed, have also 
appeared, however, but so far it is difficult to state what will 
be the result of the winter fishing of cod to arrive at Lofoden 
at the end of January. A few barrels of new oil have arrived 
on this market, but buyers are greatly reserved, and no sales 
are published.” 


Cottonroot bark is in better supply and easier, recent ar- 
rivals being held at 12c to 15c. 

Cubeb berries are steady in price, in sympathy with con- 
ditions at primary sources, but only a limited business is pass- 
ing at 8c to 9c for whole and 10c to 13¢c for powdered, as to 
quality and quantity. 

Damiana leaves are offered in some instances down to 8c, 
though 10c is generally asked. 

low of sale 

Dragon’s blood in reeds has been extremely 8 x 
of ‘ats, an this, coupled with competition, is responsible for a 
decline to 47¢ to 48¢ in jobbers’ quotations. 

y der the 

Ergot continues to offer with considerable freedom un 
Po of a slackened demand and Russian and Spanish 
offer at 35¢ to 42c. : 

. 3 tition an 

Formaldehyde is lower on account of keen compe = 
40 per cent. in barrels and carboys is quoted at 1244c to rate 
Contracts for 1904 have been made, but the terms were private 
and no particulars are obtainable. 

Menthol has declined in the interval, case sales having been 
made at $5.25 and broken lots at $5.30 to $5.35. 

7 ) s ying 
§ mn an easier tendency since our last ow 
race nd slightly lower prices from foreign 
inal packages has —— —- 
roken 
, however, appreciably stimulating the demand. 

rnghin eld at $2.971% to $3.00, as to quantity and seller, but 

the price of powdered is maintained at $2.55 to $2.65. 

Quinine is only in moderate demand — the ercunigacly ptr 
though prices are maintained at the previous range of <0 
eg 100-02. tins. From second-hands 24c to 24%c and 2214c 
to 28e are quoted for German and Java respectively. At the 
auction sale of bark at Amsterdam on the seventeenth inst., 
prices went off at a slight decline and the market is weaker in 
consequence. 

Saffron Valencia continues in demand and the market is 
firm at about $8.25, though supplies are offering in one quarter 


Opium 
to lack of demand a 
sources. The price for orig 
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at $7.95. American is in rather limited stock and held at the 
full value of 48c to 45c, as to quality and quantity. 

, Sassafras bark is firmer owing to scarcity, and spot quota- 
tions have been advanced to 8c to 10c. 

Soap bark, whole, is in improved position, most holders 
quoting at an advance to 5%c to 6c. 

Spermaceti is quiet and values are slightly easier, 23c to 
23\4c for blocks and 24¢ to 2414c for cakes. 

Sugar of milk is in good consumptive demand and the mar- 
ket is steady at 1414c to 15\%4c for powdered, and 1714c for crys- 
tals. 

Thymol has been in improved demand during the interval 
and quotations are maintained with more firmness at the range 
of $1.75 to $1.85. 


Tonka beans continue in good demand at the quoted range 
of 60c to 65¢e for Angostura. 


Vanilla beans are jobbing fairly within the range of $5.00 
to $11.00 as to quality, for Mexican whole. Numerous sales of 
cut are reported at $3.75 to $5.50. 


Wax, Japan, has eased off a trifle in the interval, recent 
sales being at 15144¢ to 15%4c, owing to slackened demand. 


CHEMICALS, 
Aniline of salt is dull and easier at 8\\4c. 


Arsenic is held with increased confidence, English 
maintained at 34c to 3\4c and red Saxony 6%4c¢ to 714¢. 


being 


Bleaching powder has sold actively for forward delivery and 
a good business also has been done in a jobbing way at 1.20c 
to 1.25c. 


Blue vitriol is quite actively inquired for, with numerous 
sales at 4%c to 5c, as to make and quantity. 


Chlorate of potash is steady and in moderate demand with 
crystals quoted at 7c to 7c and powdered at 714c. 


Cream of tartar has shown no action of any consequence 
since our last. The quotations of manufacturers are main- 
tained at 25c, though outside lots of crystals and powdered 
are obtainable at 24%4c. 


Silver nitrate has dropped a notch or two in the interval, 
in sympathy with the position of the metal, and 3514c is quoted 
for 1,000 oz. lots, with up to 39c named for smaller quantities. 


Sodium bicarbonate is higher from manufacturers, barrels 
being quoted at $1.60 and kegs at $1:80 in 5 barrel lots, follow- 
ing an agreement among manufacturers. 


Tartaric acid is steady and in moderate demand, with crys- 
tals and powdered quoted at 31144c to 31%4c and 31%e to 31%4c 


respectively. 
ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise remains at the previous quotation of $1.10 to $1.12%, 
but holders offer with more reserve in view of the strong tenor of 
advices from primary sources. 


Bergamot is in steady moderate request and the quotation 
is maintained at $1.75. 


Cajuput is dull and easier, current offerings being at 6714c. 


Citronella has developed an upward tendency in sympathy 
with advices from Ceylon, and quotations for prime pure show 
an advance to 24c in drums and 25c in cans. 


Lemon and orange have ruled quiet since our last, the 
former selling at 55c while the latter is quoted at $1.60 to $1.70 
for sweet and $1.75 to $2.00 for bitter. 


Peppermint is firmer and higher, most of the small, cheap 
lots having been cleared up and bulk oil offers only in limited 
quantities, at $2.65 to $2.67 and cases at $3.30 to $3.35. 

Safrol offers less freely and values are firmer with 34c to 35c 
generally quoted. 

Sassafras, Natural, is held with marked firmness in conse- 
quence of the prevailing scarcity. While small lots are ob- 
tainable at 50c, 55c to 60c is the general asking price. 

Wintergreen, natural, is yet held at the range of $1.85 to 
$2.10, but important inquiry is lacking. 


GUMS. 


Aloes, Curacao, is firmer with 3%,c now named as an inside 
quotation. 


Asafetida has an upward tendency and a fair movement is 
reported in medium grades at the range of 21c to 26c. 


Camphor has been further advanced in consequence of the 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


continued strong reports from primary sources. Domestic re- 
finers revised prices on the 23d inst. to the higher range of 56%4c 
to 57¢e for barrels and cases respectively, and the market is 
firm at the advance. It is of course well known that the entire 
output of camphor is under the control of the Japanese govern- 
ment and the situation in the East with regard to the possibility 
of a Russo-Japanese war is causing holders of Chinese and 
Japanese articles to display considerable firmness in the matter 
of offerings and prices. 


Chicle is unsettled and prices show a lower range to 40c to 
42¢c for spot goods. 


Kino is cabled firmer in the London market, but sales are 
making here at the previous range of 22c to 32c. 


Myrrh, siftings, are in demand and the market is firm at 18¢ 
to 19¢ as to quality and quantity. 


Tragacanth meets with steady moderate attention from the 
trade and prices are maintained at 63c to 67c for Aleppo and 
45¢c to 55¢c for Turkey. 


ROOTS. 


We have few new features of interest to report in this de- 
partment. German dandelion is in better supply and the quota- 
tion of 9c can be shaded. Senega is firm at 74c to 75e as to 
holder. Some weakness has developed in ipecac, Rio being 
slow of sale at a reduction to $1.30 to $1.40. Golden seal is 
quiet but steady at 75c. 


SEEDS. 


Among the seeds, fractional declines are noted in canary 
to 4\%4c to 4%c for Smyrna and 4% to 5e for Sicily. Russian 
hemp is easier at 254¢ to 2%4¢ and celery is dull at 8c. Decorti- 
cated cardamoms offer more freely at a decline at 35c to 3744, 
while fenugreek is firm on stronger cables and nothing offers 
below 214c. American wormseed is very firm at 13c to 14e. 
Caraway is in better supply and offers at 4%c to 5c. 





Wild Drugs Advancing. 


Wild drugs are making quite a stir in the market at the 
present time. Among those which have recently advanced or 
have maintained a firm price for some time we can mention 
senega, serpentaria, golden seal and ginseng. Meyer Brothers’ 
Druggist says the time is coming when these wild drugs must 
be cultivated or the prices will be prohibitive, or at least so 
high that substitutes for the medicines will be found. 





The Gum Arabic Market in Senegal. 


In a report on the exports from Senegal in 1902 which ap- 
pears in a recent issue of the Nachrichten fiir Handel und In- 
dustrie the following note appears concerning gum arabic: 
“The price of gum arabic shows no noteworthy change. The 
average price for the better sorts (bas du flueve) was 60 cen- 
times per kilogram (11.6 cents per 2.2 pounds) and for the 
Sudan article 40 to 60 centimes (7.7 to 11.6 cents). The crop 
was about 100 tons less than that of the previous year. All 
gum arabic goes to France, where it is handled by a syndi- 
cate.” 





The Scarcity of Drug Clerks. 


The Medical Mirror, of New York, has been occupying itself 
of late with the difficulty experienced by New York phar- 
macists in procuring competent clerks, and in its December 
number offers the following “simple solution of the problem.” 

“A regulation of the methods of treatment of the clerk 
pharmacist is necessary. Proprietors cannot expect to get 
good pharmacists for $40.00 to $50.00 per month, who are will- 
ing to work all hours of the day and night. The young men who 
graduate stand high in their profession and will not tolerate 
this kind of treatment for such small compensation; they look 
elsewhere for a livelihood, and hence the profession is robbed 
of its best men. 

“What the proprietors should do is to pay better wages, 
shorten the hours and treat their assistants as men equal to 
themselves as far as knowledge is concerned. Do not turn 
them into soda water boys, but give them to understand their 
position is one of dignity. 

“Pharmacists’ clerks can be procured, but under the exist- 
ing circumstances the poor ones are generally the ones who 
get the positions.” 
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